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Captain (now Major) :
Weggoner, Captsin Stinson
end Lts Pleisance and
Barnica, and Lt (now
Captainf Heineman receive
the D.F.C.

Lt Larson and Lt Phillips| JuSeig
are awarded the Air MedalL
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a

T Sgt Ernest Monthey
S/Sgt Robert V King

and S/Sgt Cornell Fan-
airo receive the Silver
Star from General Acheson
for Gallantry in Aetion.

h

Sgt (now S/Sgt) Williem Douglas
receives the Air Medal from the
General
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HEADQUARTERS FFE/ jmm
L6L4th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 14 February 1945

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commanding General, 55th Bombardument Wing (H)
APO 520, U S Army

1. On 14 February 1945, twenty ome (21) B-24 a/c of Blue
Foroce took off starting at 1000A hours to bomb the Primary Tar-
get as ordered in Operations Order No 72, 13 February 1945.

The twenty one (21) a/c¢ formed one (1) attack unit which was
led by Ceptain Joseph A. Shymanski, Flight Leader, 779th Bomb=-
ardment Squadron (H).

2. Group form-up and Wing rendezvous were made as pres-
eribed and without inecident. Wing lead was reported as being
a trifle too slow.

3. Two (2) a/e returned early.

a. A/C No 42-51856 turned back during form-up because-
of No 4 engine failure. Bombs were returned to base.

b. A/C No 42-95332 turned back at 1305A hours at
L710N-1500E after No 1 supercharger became inoperative and a/e
could not Xeep up with formation. Bombs were returned to base.

4. Nineteen (19) a/c were at a point seven and three .
quarters (7 3/4) miles southeast of the primary target, and
thirteen (13) a/e dropt twenty six (26) toms of 500 1b RDX
bombs from 24,500 feet at 1349A hours.

The Blue Force Leader relinguished the lead to Captain
W. T. Blaeck, Flight Leader, 776th Bombardment Squadron (H),
(Deputy Blue Force Leader) at 1326A hours (4738N-1453E) efter
developing serious difficulty with No 2 engine. During change
of leaders the formation was broken up and when reformed was
off course to the right and the Group Leader aware that it was
impossible to bomb the target, made a declsion to bomb the
second alternate. After discovering that the major portlon
of the formation had dropt their bombs, he changed his deci-
sion and brought the formation back to base.

A
CONFIDENTIZEL
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HEADQUARTERS HH/FYE/fh
464, TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S ARMY
319.1 16 February 1945

SUBJECT: Nerrative Mission Report

TO : Commanding General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H),
APO 520, U S Army

1. On 16 February 1945, forty two (42) type B-24
scheduled aircraft took off at 0830A hours to bomb the Reg-
enshurg/Obertraubling A/D pursusnt to Operation Order No TG
forming into three (3) attack units of fourteen (1L) a/ec
each. The first attack unit was led by Lt. Colonel William
G. Moore, Commanding Officer, 777th Bombardment Sguadron (H),:
the second wnit by Captain Bedford D, May, Flight Leader,
776th Bombardment Squadron (H), and the third by First Lieut-
enant William J. Saunders, Flight Leader, 779th Bombardment
Sqguadron (H).

2, Form up and assembly, hampered by weather, was made
under the overcast. Wing rendezvous was likewlse hampsred
until landfall, at which point the 465th Bombardment Group
(H) fell in behind the left colummn, resulting in a converg-

" ing ocourse at the target with the A46L4th Bombardment Group
(H), foreing the latter Group to the right of prescribed
course.

3. There were six (6) early returns msde as shown be-
low:

a. A/C No L4-48880 turned back at Vis at 1042A
hecause of malfunction in fuel transfer system, and made
return landing at 1130A with full bomb load.

b. A/C No W4-4939L turned back at 1115A at (44°05'N-
15%0'E) after losing formation in clouds, and made return
landing at 1234A with full bomb load.

c. A/C No 44-48768 turned back at 1132A for the
same reason at (45%00'N-14°12'E), and made return landing
at 12554 with full bomb load.

d. A/C No 44=49415 turned back at 1140A, also for
the same reason, at (L44°00'N-14°20'E), and made return land-
ing at 1315A with full bomb load.
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HEADGUARTERS HHS/F¥E/hob
L64TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 18 Februsry 19L5

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commending General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)
APO- 520, U 8 Army

1. On 18 February 1945, twenty four (24) and four (L) spare
B-24 tvpe a/c, schediuled to bomb the primery target ss designated
in Operations Order No 81, Headouarters, 55th Bombardment Wing (B),
17 February 1945, took off, starting at 0853A hours. Eeplacement
of one (1) a/e, in which the electrical system failed, necessitated
a late take off et 0943A hours.

2. The twenty eight (28) a/c formed into two (2) attack units.
The first unit was led by Ceptein Joseph A. Shymsnski, Flight Leader
of the 779th Bombardment Squedren (H), end the second unit by 1lst
Lt Franklin X, Lane, Flight Leader of the 778th Eombardment Sguadron (H).

3. a. Due to only one (1) runway being presently available
for use at this base, take off, immediately following the 465th
Bombardment Group (E), =8 scheduled, was unavoidebly begun late,
et the time ststed in Par 1.

b. The Group form up was effected smoothly, and line
rendezvous mede at prescribved altitude and time, on course.

k. The course was not flown as briefed. Information received
from the Navigator of the lead a/e of the second attack unit who ,
steted thet thru "Cee" and other fixes, exact locations were obtained,
indicetes thaet from the TP of L200N-1620E, route was flown to 4310N-
1640 at 1100A hours. Course was then altered to the point et which
the formation turned back, L424N-1640E et 1122A hours. Following a
sweeping turn of approximately 200°, course was laid to 4332N-1630E at
1135A hours., From this point, route was followed immediately eround
the Spur, esnd directly to base. A graphie track chart is inclosed.

5. The Group Leader states thet zn eerly elimb was begun, due

4
— = e Bee W B e e e s w—
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.EQHELE z@.,

ENTI
HEADQUARTERS AFA/H¥VE/ hob
L6LTH BOMBARTMENT GROTP (H)
APOD 520 U S Army
110.1 27 tebruary 1945
SUBTECT: Narrative Mission Report
TO - Commendine Genersl, 55th Bemberdment Ving (E)

APO 520, U S Army

On 27 February 1945, tventy three (23) of twenty Tour
o X et ; i E
(24) seheduled B-24 a/c plus four (L) spares book off at OB5CA
: P s ' 1& 7 r - og 57 alc
honrse to bomb Augsburg M/Y, Austrie. The twenty seven (4;1 8/
formed two (2) attack units. The first ettack unit waes led by

Loy

- 4 - 3 7y = e =
1+ Col James H, Gilsen, Commanding Officer oI the 779th Bombard

q

ment Souadron (H) and the gecond by Captein Wayne G. Shearer,
#14ght Leader, 777th Bombardment Sguadron ().

2 The form-up wao accomplished over the loeal srea without
ineident. This Group wag over Andria six (&) minnteeﬁinte fhere
rendezyous with the LE5th Bombarament Croup (H) was effected,

Vine rendezvous was satisfactory.

3. B-2L efc No 42-9536l fatled to take off because ScaveReer
mmn ;n No. L eneine failed. Xffort to $oke o°f in 8 second a/c
vu? fructrated due to fouled plugse in letter B/0.

] Twentv seven (27) &/c were over the target gt 13534 hours
L e LW e L =] -

"an@ dpopped sixty-six (66] tons of bombs (5 = %,“ﬁi }b.nh%x,r.ﬁlggse
and .01 tell fusing) from 24,600 feet on en axis ol attack of 218" .

R=2k a/c No LL-LOLLE jettisoned one half (4) ton of bombs
ot (LBO23IN-10°L7"E) at 1356A hours. Said bomb having hung up on
ant + & iy N=1 L U 350

the reck.

u_oL a/c No L2-95355 jettisoned ome (1) ton of bombs &t
(LﬁCLK'N-lQO?ﬁ'f) et 1300A hours in order to lighten load and main=-
tain formatimn position after the loss of No. L turbo.

Recapitulation of Bomb onnage

27 a/¢ dropped on Frimary Target 66 +tons
2 afc jettisoned 1.5 tons
Total £7.5 tons
T
CONFIDENTIAL
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00T @eonripEnisl @
FE‘II'CUJI‘\TI‘ RS- EVB/ FHE/hob
L6LTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 28 tebruary 1945

STEJ BUT: Narrative Mission RKeport

TO : Commanding Genersl, 55th Bombgrdment Wing (H)
APO 520, U B Army

1. On 28 ¥ebruerv 1945, eighteen (1%) gcheduled B=24 s/c¢ plus
three (3) spere a/c, comprigsing KED FORCE, took off commencing
et 10054 hours to bomb the Primary Target desiznated in. Operations
Order No. 102, The twenty-one (21) a/c¢ were led DY Cclonel 4. L.
Echvopdar, Groun Commander of the A464th Bombardment Group LH)«

3. The Group form up was executed as plenned. This croup
turned short of Andris to hit Spinazzola on time end srrived one
(1) minute early over that poimt. A dog legz was made to allow

the nther groups to form up.

3. Twenty-one (21) afc were over Vicenza M/Y at 14534 hours,
end ninsteen (19) a/c dropped forty seven and one half (47.5)
tons of 500 pownd RDX bombs (.1 and .01 teil fusing) fram 20,000 feet.

B-2L a/e No L2-05613 had an sccidentel release at 1419A
hours at (47°10'N-11°03'E) when the bombardier bumped the toggle
switeh.

B-24 /e No Lh-491L6 toggled on the a/c above mentioned

st the same time and place. Hombs from these two (2) a/ec were
ohserved to strike im a wooded erea.

Recapitulation of Bomb Tonnage - KED FORCE

Nineteen (19) effective sorties dropped on target L7.5 tons
Two t?} non =ffective sorties (sccldental release) 5.0
Total 52.5 tons =
= Ll
CONEKIDENTIAL
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Concerts (6)
Gift to
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