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with only a VveIy few of/a being observed.

7. One (1) a/c accildent occurred during this period. A/C
No L41-29458 = wShoo = Shoo Baby", ©one of the original a/c of the
Group which had been retired from combat flying crashed a short
distance from this field on the night of 1 Jamuary 1945. Re-
turning from Naples with passengers, 8 severe snow stornm was
encountered ab the base, and the pilot was unable to locate the
£ield. After climbing to 17,000 feet and obtaining a £ix from
Big Fence, the pilot again tried to0 locate the field. At 5,000
feot the a/c began to stall and lost altitude rapidly, and when
the a/c reached 3,000 feet the crew and passengers bailed out.
The a/c was completely destroyed and there Were four (4) minor
injuries.

The cause Was determined to be due to severe ieing oén-

ditlons.

g, Awawds made dquring this period were as follows:

Silver Star 2
Distinguished Tlying Cross 6
AAT Medals 132
1st Cluster 1o Air Medal 106
2nd Cluster to Alr Medal L2

3pd Cluster to Alr Medal
Bronze Star Medal
Good Conduct Medal 165
9. Due to the greatly decreased pombing activity, only six
(6) combat orew pmembers finished their thirty five (35) combab
gsorties. Meny men &are nearing the end of their tour of duty and
a few misslions will put them in the select circle.
10. Six (6) replacement combat crews were received during this
en-geR-Bain
-3~
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i ‘ZDL\;FIDENTIAL .

HEADQUARTERS JACK/FFE/ hob
L6LTH BOUBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 19 January 1945

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commanding Generel, 55th Bombardment Wing (E)
APO 520, U S Army -

1. On 19 January 1945, twenty four (24) scheduled B-2L
a/c plus four (4) spares took off, starting at 08504 hours to
bomb the primeary target named in Operations Order No. 18,
dated 18 January 1945.

The twenty elght (28) a/c formed into two (2) sttack
unite, the first being led by Major Johm W. Nance, Commanding
Officer of the 776th Bombardment Sguadron (H), and the second
by lst Lt George H. Grotelueschen, Flignt Leader of the
776th Bombardment Squadren (H).

2. UGroup form up and bomber rendezvous was made as
planned without incident, being on course over Spinazzola at
10164 hours at 10,000 feet.

3. Two (2) a/c returned early:

(a) A/C No L2=-51563 turned back at (42°00'N-16°00"E)
g8 left lending gear would not stay in retract position. This
a/c returned two (2) tons of bombs to base.

(b) A/C No L4-49696 turned back at (L1953t5-16%171E)
at 10354 hours due to No 4 prop feathering itself and loss of
No L turbo. This a/c jettiscned two (2) tons of bombs at
(41953'N=16917'E) in the Adriatiec.

L. This Group turned back at 1151A hours et (45°30'N-
15910'E) after receiving orders from the Wing Air Commender of
the L85th Bombardment Group (H), who advised that the LB85th
Group bad beeu over the primary and both alternate targets and
they were closed in.
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HEADQUAETERS HHS/FFL/ rom

- -
21 January ]_ﬁl'r.

55th Bombardment Wing (H)

1, On 2
() spares, took off to bomb Communications

20 Jantwrv'lﬁhﬁ, twenty four (24

Linz, Austris. Twenty seven (27) of these a/c¢ took off from

08104 rours, 16,0820 hours, with the twenty eighth (28th} a/e
g lete take-off at 091724 hours.

2. The twenty eight (28) a/¢ formed into twe (2) attack
wnite, the first being led by Lt. Col, William G. loore,
Commanding OFfficer og the H77th Bombardment Sguadron (H) , and

n Xeith Cooke, Flight Lesder, 777th Bomb-

the sacecnd v Canta .

arcment Sousdron (H).
Group form-up and assembly were &5 prescribed,

> e

with no adverse effects from local westher.

b. The two group rendezvous wag made at 10,000 feest

rather then 2t 8,000 feet, in accordanee with Wing instruetion
fue tn known weesthe i ghead, snd the need fTor ravid

elimt necessary to
difficulties to
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