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73000
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46 4th BOMBARDMENT GROUP
BOMBING ACCURACY WITHIN 1000’ OF BRIEFED MEAN PO T OF IMPACT

PERGENT PERCENT
 — Y o8
— 464th BG
50k 150
40! la0
30- 130
20t 120 ,
104 1410
; ; : ' ; =~
M AY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT ocT
1.4 ¥
464th BG 7.3 25.0 28.4 39.9 49.6 A PERGCENT
15 AF 234 33.2 33,1 43.8 48.9 389
% BASED ON ONE MISSION EXHIBIT #2
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SRR,

464th BOMBARDMENT GROUP

EARLY RETURNS & NON-EFFECTIVE
SORTIES

2 MAY— 16 NOVEMBER
1944

PERC
NUMBER AIRGR

AIRCRAFT ACCESSORY DISPATC
& FAILURE MECHANICAL FAILURE 225 6.8

AIRCRAFT 8 ACCESSORY FAILURE
ARMAMENT 64
OXYGEN 19
STRUGTURAL 6

ELECTRICAL SUITS |
INSTRUMENT FAILURE |

MISCELLANEOUS

WEATHER

MEGCH

FAILURE
9l 2.8

MISCELLANEOUS ‘
PERSONNEL FAILURE 30
PERSONNEL ILL 16
ENEMY ACTION 12
A/GC AGCIDENTS 2
OTHER 7

B2.1%
EFFECTIVE SORTIES

™

97 2.9
WEATHER 180 5.4
593 17.9%

EXHIBIT #3
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| a
Uritizarion orF A4/
LABL £
— (Pen zvr;f, TRIKING POWER
g
NUMBER
’ %
=
120
1is
<10
s
) 1g
MAY JUNE JuLY Al SEPT o6t o
;E)RTIES PERA/GC] 148 10.9 5.6 = 7 AVERAGE
SORTIES PER GREW  12.7 9.1 15.3 ,5'0 12 82 i 2
IS 7.6 5.4 10. |
EXHIBIT #4

E———— |
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464th BOMBARDMENT GROUP

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE EFFICIENGY

Z2MAY— IENOVEMBER (944

PERCENT ENT
|§§ PERGE
90+ 190
807 PERCENT OPERATION ' 180
70 170
60" 760
5¢ 150
401 140
30+ 130
PERCENT GROUNDED FOR MAINTENANGE
2q \,// T20
10+ PERCENT GROUNDED FOR PARTS 410
0 + t ; 3 T + | 0
MAY JUNE JULY AUG SEPT ocT NOV
AVERAGE
464 B.G. 77% 73% 71% 78% 85% 82% 78% T7%
55 B.W. 67% 67% 63% 73% 82% 80% 80% 73%
15 AF 71% 71% 68% 66% 70% 78% 80% 729
EXHIBIT#*S

e —————————
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TABLE 1

EFFECTIVE AND NON-EFFECTIVE SORTIES
=" OURTTES

100 MISSIoNs
H—H-—-
2 MAY - 16 NOVEMBER 1944,
\—\L
776th
Aircraft Dispatcheq 827
Airecraft Bombing 692
Tonnage Dropped 1566
Average No, 4/C Dispatched 8,27
Average No, A/C Bombing 6.92
Average Tonnage Dropped 157
% Effective A/C Dispatched 83,7

Early Returns 65
Non-Effective Sorties 70
Total Early Returns & Non-Ef fective Sorties 135

Early Returns ang Non-Effective Sorties for:

Materiel Failure

. 67
Weather 38
Cther Reaseons 30

Av, No, Early Returns & Non-Effec
% Non-Effective of 4/C Dispatched 16,3
Dispatched,

13,7

tive Sorties 1,35

-7 =

T77th

839
695
1578

8.39
6.95

. 156

82,7
63

81
144,

72
48

L.k
17

1.4

778th

851
701
1604

8,51

701
16.0
82,4

6l
86
150

8L
50
19

1.50

11.8

779th

796
632
1463

7.96
6‘32

" 14,6

79+

79
85
164

96
bdy
24

1.64
20,6

15.1

Group

3313
2720
6211

33.13
27,20
62,1
82,1

271
322
593

316
180
97

5.93
17.9

12,5
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Av. No. Crews Assipgned
Av. No, Crews Operational
% Crews Operational

Av. No. Sorties per Operational Crew
per onth

Fersennel MIA ang KI4
Personnel Retwrned from MIA

Av. No. A/C Assigneq
Ave No. A/C Operational
g 2fn Operaticnal

Av. Ho. Sorties per Operational A/C per
Month

*Includes 5 Hq Det Fersonnel.

1325
794

£l

777th

16.9
12,3
72.4

10,5

225
53

13.9
1.3
81.

1.4

778th

16.1
12.2
75.5

10,7
166
14,7
10,8
73.9
12,1

779th
17.1
pi
76.0
9.3

195
35

14.9
1.2
4.8

11,0

6% month period is as

Group

66.5
50.5
75.

10.1

775%
202

57.9
4.8
773

1.
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VII _SUMMARY

The statistic

al picture has been pPresented,
not been completely

covered,

Beginning with a well-trained Eroup, but minug
destructfon of the enemy was begun, a
and the dust of Summer, making the a

djustments require
dispatched in consiste

We enter the second 100 mi

ission phase with more adequate facilities ang
Although hampered by winter weather, the bombers will not be stopped until the

However,

5 and inadequate buildlnga,
d for combat operations,

with even great
battle is WO,

: combat, jXperience, the problem of aidi
Operating in tent i

enduring gﬁe

the real meritg of the combat organization have

in the strategic
cold of winter
to be

the bombers continued

stream of bomber formetiong
s vital instiliationg and kill

his will to fight,

‘er determination,
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. THE 776TH PUTT PUIT .
4 WEEKLY

BOMBARDMFNT 3QUADRON (1), 464TH
54 NSOMEWHERS IN ITALY"«

PUBLISHED FOR AL MEN OF THE TT6TR
BOMEARDMENT GROUP (H), LPO 520, Us S« AREL
fditor-~Sgt« Vance M., Edwards; Asgociatog@=-=="""
8/5xte Jonn F. Kennedy; B58be John M. Sheehys Sgte
Josepn Ae Howapd$ Cpls John 3, McGrath Jrei Pfce
Karl Es Thies Jrs '

maitorial Staffs

THE WAILING WaLlls

LEAVE: The flying personnel would appreciat
11owed them One e

schedule was worked out that a
to see the ecountrysides
*ﬁ******%%***%*%**ﬁ*
GOOD AND BAD: Stepevil pror ises a swell Thenksglving dinner
Jith all the fixings, Dub quotes she @ as S8 ing, "There will be
more C retions in the future inet rad of 1esss Mess nhall spokes=
men 8878, | L1f the 1ine co=operatesd, two stoves will pe installed
+0 heot the places”
#*ﬁi:-ﬂn;-*ﬁﬁiﬂbi#“%ﬂ*w*
ZARLY RETURN: Supply -nnounces thet Ngeopge" 18 brcks GEOTES
wes dowm O Beri learning to be a pombsight mechanic—=-he is now

gualified to work for Lt« Teppels
Heieit .:ﬁi%****%**ﬁrﬁ**%*%m

SOME .M WeIls Jfny do officers use our parber EhOP, shoe
ghine stond snd tellor caop? We're not, nllowed 1O uee thier'ee
Mﬁrw**ﬁ%*mw*ﬂ

[0ST: One woolen sull cape Finder ple

Marozzi, he's catching cold without ite.
J “ﬁ*%%ﬁ**ﬁ%ﬁﬁ*****%ﬁ’
MaN OF T

4E WEEK® Flight Officer Haptnon, "clover Leaf Joe,"
f11es his fourth flakless sorties nore's wishing you & 1ot more -

e it 1f a duty
three drys leave

ase return tO Bgte

of theme
*i**%*%ﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁ*ﬁ%*ﬂ%ii
BUTTON BUTTONS o nrs "Tne Tree Grows in Broolklyns" Please
_some guy from Brooklyn wants to fine

poturn bCok to Officars club,
out something about the *%ace.
etk 3 dede e B sk
RELAYED COMPLAINTS: Personal Surply gays thet flying personnel
1p equipments Critical shortage of glectric

gon't turn 1o 211 the
cords snd glovess How nbout thinking of the other follow-=—--18

gets cold to0 you ‘KnOWe
H%ﬁ*—;mﬁwmmﬁwﬁww
SHORT ShD SIORL: Onco upon a time 2 certain bomb squadron
aprateot After wandering through the wilderness
they at lasb found & aome upon » hill tope Tents were
eld constructed, ond big things wore being done
ip o small waye 4L styay thouzht was given now and then to the
constyuction of o shower IOT the onlisted mere &b 1ast after
montas of nopeful walting & shower towexr prooded upon the hillsides
A4t 1nst after months of waiting we have a cummer shower
wintars gomebody has undoubt2bly nelped the War ecffort and

pe ~wnrdad the Ironm GroBBe
uﬁ»*%«*u«**u**a*ﬁnﬁu
CON'Te

T
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HEADQUARTERS 5VB,/FFE/hob
L64th BOMB MENT GROUP (#)
APO 520 ‘ U 8 Army
319.1 15 November 1044
SUBJECT: Harratlive Mission Report
TO . Commanding general, 55tk pombardment wing (H)

APC 520, U g Arm

1, On 15 November 1944, five (%) scheduled FFF B-24 a/¢,
designated below, LOOK off at the times listed to bomp bthe
Linz Benzol 0/R Bulldings.

at 0815A hours.

A/C No 42-50533, lat 1t Forrest J. Robbins, Pilot,
081TA hours.

A/C No 4449028, let Lt Homer C. Hower, Filot, &t
0820A hours.

A/C No Bh-hgou8, 2nd Lt Reymond E. Beaubieu, F1loT,
at OB823A nours.

A/C No 4449032, 18t 1t Franklin K. Lane, Pilot, at
08324 hours.

4/C No 42-52070, 0846A hours
A/C No 4250533, 08504 hours
A/C No 14 -49028, Unknown

A/C No 1i-4o04B, OBHTA nours
4/C No Ly -1o032, 0B4BA hours

3, A/C No 42-50355 peturned early from 45021'351-14058'31
internal stress and the pllot doomed 1% sdvisable To re

which point tnree (3) bombs were gettisonad

with 6 to T2 hour long deld fuee
Eal'ﬁ-thSS‘E at 1041A hours.

’
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4/c No 42-52070, 18t Lt August He tschner, Jr, Eilet

5. The &/¢ left the point of departurs at the followlng

having encountered gavere turbulence at 20,000 feet wnlch gaused

turn .
turpulence wes oncountered in the vicinity of AAOBB‘N—13°52'E at
(including two (2)
to lighten the load. rive (5
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“' CONFIDENTI A.L"b

ADQUARTERS FFE/hob
L6Lth BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U 8§ Army
319.1 17 November 194k
SUBJECT: Nearrative Mission Report
TO . Commanding General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)

APO 520, U S Army

1. On 17 November 194k, twenty nine (29), of thirty (30)
scheduled B-24 a/e, took off et 07004 hours to bomb the Floris-
dorf 0il Refineries at Viemna, Austria. Due to & broken gstarter
on No 3 engine, a/c No 42-78433, was unable to take off.

2. The twenty-nine a/c formed in two attack units. The
first unit was led by Lt Col Clarenmce G. Poff, Commanding
officer of the 778th Bombardment Squadron (H), and the second
by 1lst Lt Lewls M. Perkins, Flight Leader of the 776th
Bombardment Squadron (H).

3. The Group form-up was accomplished without incident.
In line rendezvousing with the 465%h Bombardment Group (H),
minor difficulty was encountered when the 465th Group cut in-
aide course at the rendezvous area. Rendezvous with other
Wings was &as prescribed.

L. Twenty-five (25) a/c were over the target at 11LL4A
hours (briefed terget time 1110A hours), end twenty-five (25)
a/c dropped 49.75 tons of 500 pound RDX bombs from 24,000 feet.
One nundred and forty nine (149) bombs were fused .l nose and
mixed .01 and .025 tail. Fifty (50) bombs were fused long
delay. ¥Four (4) &/c each dropped one leaflet bDomb 1n addition
to eight (8) 500 pound RDX bombs, while the Group lead a/e
%;;Pp:gbone leaflet bomb in addition to seven (7) 500 pound

b Se

Bombing was by PFF, The Group Leader employed auto-
matie pilot during his bombing run., The leader of the second

attack unit did not use his automatic pilot, as it was found
to be not working properly.

-l‘
AR Wl gk

—e R N U
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HEADQUARTERS FFE/hob
LIH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (E)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 20 November 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commanding General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H),
APO 520, U S Army

. On 20 November 1944, beginning at 0730A hours, twenty
eight soheduled and one (1) spare B-24 8/c took off to bomb
Blechhammer South 0/R, Germany. The twenty nine a/c formed two
attack units the first unlt led by Lt Colonel Elvin E. GoodyeaT,
Deputy Group Commender and the second unit by 1st Lt Harry T.
Heinemen, 779th Bombardment Squadron ().

2. Group assembly and rendezvous with the L65th Bombardment
Group (H) were 88 preseribed and the two groups arrived over

Spinazzole one (1) minute early. The 485vh and L60th Bombardmen®
Groups (H) were approximately twelve miles o the raar &8 the '
Wing formatlion prooeaded on course pulled up into proper position

3, Twenty eight (28) a/c were OVer the target at 12284

hours (briefed target +ime 12154 hours) and twenty six (26) a/e
dropped 51,5 tons of 500 pound RDX bombs from 22,000 feet. Fusing
was .1 nose and mixed .01 - 025 tail on 75k of the 10sd and 25%
#used with 6 to 72 hour delay. One &/¢ No. LL=T78590 was a

prior return. Leaving the formation at 1129A hours {1,801 "N~
17031'E) when No. o engine had to be feathered and proceeded to
bomb flak installations on the west side of Gyof, Austria at 1139A
hours, altitude 17,000 feet, heading 195%, twWo

Results weTe unobserved andno phetographs were attempted.

A/C No. 42-51886 jettisoned .5 ton between IP and target

when the navigator accidently hit salvo lever. The balance of

the bomb load of tnis a/c was released on the target. A/C No.
L4-10566 jettisoned 2 tons at 1243A hours (50000‘N-18°35‘E).

This action was necessary 88 the select switch would pot functlon
over the target and the a/c wes low on gas A/C No LL-48880
jettisoned 2 tons at the IP when select lever was pushed beyond
the select position due to Jjolt caused by prop wash.

Bombing wes visual and observation of the target was

only glightly restricted due to a smoke goreen which was disoribed
as lneffective. The Wing leader upen reaching the PFF IP Zuokmsntal)
executed & 3600 left turn snd tookK up the bomb Tun ¢rom the visual

TP (Ober Glogeu). The axis of attack was 720 (briefed axis 1020).

- ———
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HEADQUARTERS ) BVB/FFE/fh
L64th BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
AP0 520 U S Army
319.1 22 November 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commending General, 55th Bombardment Wing (H)
APQO 520, U 8 Army '

1. On 22 November 194k, twenty six (26) scheduled B-24
a/o took off at 0720A hours to bomb the Primary target desig-
nated in Operations Order No 261. The group formed in two %2}
attack units, the first of which was led by Brigadier General
George R. Acheson, Commanding General of the 55th Bombardment
Wing (H) end the second, by lst Lisutenant Lewis M. Perkins,
Flight Leader of the 778th Bombardment Sguadron (H).

2. The Group form up was satisfactory. The 465th Bomb-
ardment Group (H) did not rendezvous as prescribed with the
464th Bombardment Group (H) which cireled three (3) miles
gouth of Andria to Canosa at 12,000 feet and passed over Can-
osa at 0822A hours, falling in behind three (3) boxes of the
460th Bombardment Group (H) at Spinazzola at 08361A hours.
The 485th and 465th Bombardment Groups (H) joined the format-
jon in the North Adriatie.

3. Four (4) a/c returned early as fdllows:

B-24 a/c No 42-51760 experiencing difficulty on teake
off jettisoned 1ts bombs on take off and returned to base land=-
ing at 0740A hours. The engineer on this a/e at take off saw
that the oylinder head temperature of No 1 engine was 60 degrees
lower than the other engines (the pilot at the time was fight-
ing prop wash) and thinking that No 1 engine would go out,
pulled the salvo lever.

B-24 a/c¢ No 42-52070 returned from Andria, landing at
0830A hours, because No 1 turbo was out. Bombs were returned.

B-24 a/e No Li=41337 left the formation at 1030A hours
at (LL°20'N-13°25'E) when No 4 engine was feathered because of
a faulty prop governor. This a/c¢ landed with bombs at 11454
hours.

B-24 a/c¢ No 41-29453 lost the formation in weather et
(47°39'N-12°44'E) and returned directly to base without attempt-
ing to bomb & target of opportunity. This a/c returned twe (2)

s T

L _
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' HEADQUARTERS HH/FFE/hob
L6LTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 25 November 1944

SUBTECT: Nearrative Mission Report

TO . Commending Genmeral, 55th Bombardment Wing ("),
APO 520, U S Army

1. On 25 November 1944, the three (3) scheduled PFF B-24
type a/c designated below took off at the hour indicated to bomb
the Munich West M/Y, as specified in Operations Order No. 263:

A/C No 42-95613 (W/W), Capt Joseph A. Shymanski,
Pilot, at O04LOA hours.

A/C No ki4-49032 (W/B), lst Lt Frenklin K. Lane,
Pilot, at OOLBA hours.

. A/C No Lk-L9048 (Y/T), 1lst Lt Forrest J. Robbins,
Pilot, at 0122A hours. Scheduled. take-off of this
1ast mentioned a/c was delayed by machanital difficulties.

2. a. A/C No 42-95613 was the only one of the three to
attack the Primery Target. Using C-1 Automatic Pilot with PFF,
1te full bomb losd of 8 x 500 pound RDX (6 x .1 and .01 and 2 X
long delayed fuse) was dropped from 24,100 feet, on an axis of
L0 degrees at OL36A hours.

b. PFF operator of this a/c reported equipment in perfect
condition. Target was picked up on scope seventy (70) miles away.
Four (4) cogrections were glven bombardier on course and four (4
on rate (70° to 40°%).

c. Tlek at P/T was reported as ITH, lasting from 2-3
minutes. No searchlights were observed.

3. a. A/C No 44-49032 and a/¢ No LL4-L90L8 attacked the
Alternste Target, the Imnsbruck Main M/Y, the former because it
was believed that there were breaks in the overcast at the Primary,
and the latter because of operational failure in PFF equipment.

b. Fach of these two a/c, using C-1 with PFF, dropped
its full bomb load of 8 x 500 pound RDX %6 x .1 and .01, and 2 X

ke
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