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"' CORFITDERNWN TTI?ET«I'
HEADE ”_1, LERS FIE/ jom
LéLth BOMBARIMENT GROUP (H)
APO 520 U S Army
319.1 2ly October 194l

SUBIECT: MNarrative Mission Report

TO ¢ Commanding General, 55th Bomberdment Wing (H)

T
APO 520, U S Army
.

On 23 October 1944, beginning at 0920A hours, thirty-

L
five (35) seheduled B-2L tvpe &/c¢ took off to bomb the primsry
turve? designated in Operations Ordexr Neo Z24. The thirty five

(35) a/e formed three (3) attack units, and the first attack
untT wae lead by Lt €Col Clarence G. Poff, Commanding Officer,

778th Bombardment Sauadron GH), the gecond attack unlt was

(G

190 by Znd Lt Wayne G, Ehearer, 13t Pilet, 777th Bombardmsnt
Sguadron (H), and the third atts ck unit by Capt Brooks Sheldon,
Flight Leader, 779th Eombardment Squedron (H),

2« The Group form-up was executed morth of the base over
the Cerignola arez due to loeal weether conditions, and Group
end Wing rendezveous wefe executed gs prescribed, Adverse wea-
ther conditions were encountered immediately after take-off and
the formation received a recall gignal and turned back at 1208A
hours (42955'"N-14930%%).

3. All the bombs,; a Total of sighity seven and one half
(87.5) tons were rsturned to the base.

. Weather: 2/10 to 3/10 stratocumilus at 4500 feet and
7/10 eirrostrstus, base 19,000 feet at Base at take-off and
continuing to coast.

Over south Adristie 6/10 swelling cumulus, 5/10 eirro-
gtratus and 3/10 cumuloniwmbus to 25,000 feet, which became
further north 7/10 to 10/10 multilayer clouds from 4500 feet
to 25,000 feet.

Little chenge on return, exce
in base area. 10/10 stratocumulus at
rain at base on return.

ept conditions much worse
L500 feet end showery

89 |

. Three (3) a/c returned eerly. A/C No 42-51178 because
Nﬁ L ”unercharuer and No 1 engine beeams inoperative, and AJO N
L,2-5251), having been late taking off was unable to find the for-
metlon, A/C No [2-51903 was unable to keep landing gear in re-
tracted position gnd had m gas leak.
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WAR. DEPARTMENT a
Rl o ~RTERS AR AIR FORCES® . %
rganization

TMPQRTANT: This report will be compiled by each Army Air Forces ©
¥ . ithin 48 hours of the time personnel are offically reported

missing.
1+ OQRGANIZATION: Locatio Pantanella,AAB Itely Command or AF ,
' Group 4t [T.] Squadron LLL (H)
2 §PECIFY Point of Departure pentapslle AAB Ital;,c;{,r“ _19° “uiE extop
™ Target vioona _. of Mission SSS01T5 S
masget Thogig e —— e =
JEATHER CONDLT" 013 AND % IBILITY AT TDAE OF CRASH OR WHEN LATE REPORTED:
O jrrostretus Vienna st 7

3e .
L./10- cumulas, tops 6000 Tha and- 6710 ©
4. GIVE: () M‘]_'j__oni..uu-———-'ﬁn'_]_zu,.__ Location _ RS
hereabouts of mis aircraft = Ts

of last known W o - o
(b) Specify whether: Ex) Last Sighted i 3;1.5& Contacted by Radiv™ "’

) Forged Down Seen to Crash; or «  °
' ( ] Informatien not aveileble. -

s BELIEVED 10 HAVE BERN LOST, AS & RESULT OF. (Check

5. AIRCRAFT AS LOST, ORI
eny Anti-Aireraft ( ) Other circumstances a8

only one)
( )EEnemy Alrcraft (R En

follows: ..
6, ATRCRAFT: mp,uamumuwmsmdmw .
AAF Serial NO (8)BRmb29bbd

Ts ENGINES 3 "rygrq Model & Series BalA30=Obeem-
(b)ER=L28667.. — L€ o ohons . (4) ERel3QLile
g, INSEALLED WhnPONS:E (Furnish below Make Tyge » and Serial Nuzber)
{a) EB.QZ3559 s lb§ RT.CLLAT e
&c 1R 2473174 d) Ll 94105 - .
esm 940920 = {£) 1h.Okl383
(g) Ll sabils — (n) L0628
i) LT 9L1096

(1)LM GLOS5T {
9. PERSONNEL LTSTED BELOW REPORTED AS: %) Battle Casualty () Non-Battle st
10, MNUMBER OF BERSONS ABOARD ALRCRAFT:  CroW Liwee passengers 0 T
(Starting with wpilot" furnish the following particulars; ii mere than
. perf®ns m;re sboard list similsr particulars on separate sheel and attach to
this form

" \EET OF KIN, RELATION

,
2. CP MILLER., JLZ’"“ Ha dBa ond T4 0773192, L Tk IRk S .('F)!
: 129 Veridisn S caad AE i kT o S el
o e NIRRT BECELED Ll T Caaa0 Toadaslies perzillF),
By 362 Eacodds FAns <
bs B rynn,. HORAC o3 Lk ‘%2221:6’35 rs Richard Tund (B} Bankarville,
‘- ICPHER FDRTH. R ek VA o ) A 2 PR s > YoPLaracn ‘*,,”,
6. ANC o EOERLLE HI o7 -

T

S0k

(See Reverse Side)
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2IAL: .

& DO QY KENEme 3 Sgk 121027 39 jirg . dulia Dovmey (1) 4l=22n4
; N_T
e e e
1% a6 srm; EETELN, FLATE e LLlo2209 ity an e Silharstein. (El,.
3 1352 Pine Strect senta nndg g8, Cal.

“« IDBMTIWY BEL( & THOSE PERSONS o
AND

ARE BELTEVED o HAVE TAST KNOWLEDGR 0% ope
CRATT AND CHEGK APPROPRTATE (only ome) gormvm 70 mip

SAME s
. Contacted Iast
NAME IN BULL — i RANE

sa
~ SERTAL NO by pedio Sighted grash porceq 1andins

7+ IF PERSOMNEL anm BELTEVED v JAVE SURVIVED, (HEGK oNm op THE POLIOWTNG.
i) Parachutes 7T u2ed () peraons seen walk
) Any other raason (Specity)

13, ATTACH 45° AW moLosRE T0 THIS RERoRp, nriﬂm.mm PHOTOGRAPH; MAP, gy
OR m, SHOWING XIMATE LOCATION WHERE ) : ’

. T STPN
14, arracH, AS INCLOSURES T9 mHIS REPORT, EYEWITNESS DESCRIPTIONS 0F (rosg
mnqm_x.m_;m, OR OTHER CIRCTMST.cES PERTAINING T0 MT '
15«  ATTAOR; AS Al INCIOSURE mn

_ THIS REPORT, A DESCRIBITON op THE
SEARCH, IF ANY, Amp GIVE ¢

OF.
: ¢ +- RANK, ‘AND SERTAT ® OF OFFICER TNy
CHARGE _Hm:’ fir Do ‘search, so state 8iving Teason) " 7y i ne A28 10 _Seareh as
ol e it_down berritory : y
™ ., - ! : “ i
Date of this peport, 19 _Qct 1 L
iy Signature of Officer . ., Q'Heills
- —.Inole; | E, N, ORIy
Inel 1-Stat ement. of ] iodmente] Cept, AcC
Irtel P-Stas SEent o Kroll e aqy
vl %t cpntd l6te?

€ 4 . e
Y Ay sl e 8

THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958



THIS PAGE DECLASSIFIED IAW EO12958

m@mnﬁpmwnmmﬁy oach Ammy Adr Forees organization

2e

_3.-‘

Lye

10,

§PECIFY: Poin® of mmmw Course

- Wi 48 pours rofthe time -personnel are offically reported

Target W‘.‘rype of Mission BoIoing
: pustria : :
WHIR CONDITIONS AND VISIBILITY AT TIME OF CRASH OR WHEN LAST RITORI'ED
3 s srcesh a ;

GIVE: (&) Date 17,080l s TS 1222 __ Logation C_-gee%os;-azakia
of last known wlereaboute of missing aireraft. N-17500,
(b) Specify whether: Last Sighted ( ; Last Contacted bBY Radio
' = Forced Down () Seen to Crash; or
( ) Informaticn not 1A R - oL o

4 1

ATRCKAFT AS LOST, Ok 13 BELLL- 70 HaVE BEEN LOST, AS A KESULT OF. {7k

only'one) K i % :
( )iBnemy reraft () Enenar Anti-Aireraft (<) Other circumstances 88 . °
e

AL
follows: rireraft Gropy from fo;mgglc-n

AFT: AP Serdal NO. Ji2=51083
OALL Mup:— SELACK- 1S5 _ . ’ j
BIGINES = 3 : 230-65+ AAF Serial NO (a).SE= 25212

o Ay dodel:
__,,..,__-_.(.b E — _, 02 (d) CPe3°5239

% E‘S} ;(Mshm and s«ﬂ.ai Number}
03358

ﬁj,%% 90 ff%fiﬁi, TPETLL

e) L (2 R g) L0 357
) 0-'_ ~ ’? ¢ . O : .;.U}?JL;{J.
T L e e P (3) ThI070)
PERSONNEL L. TED BELOW REPORTED AS: () Battle Casualty ( ) Non-Battle Cas.

NUMBER OF RERSONS ABOARD AIRCRAFT: Crow 10___ Passengers_O_ Totak 10

(Starting with "Pilot" furnish the following particulars; 1T more than 12

persons w;re sboard list similsr particulars on separate sheel and attach to
this form

NAME IN FULL NEXT DFANKIN. RELATION
D AL
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200> ZENDIAL

: B e

" LG ZIERCE, FRavr 1 IR, 01, 36800220 30 o LISiine Pierag (1)
10 B AT e . L‘_L‘ﬂ Ellin ton 3 ! B3 m ety "r-‘
Y &l COTT ST sl ol 22,0980 el g Bhroler "o LF

——l LIRS 0 G : N

. - QDR Ja s 0l 16 LEORR T T)n a8 v R T P (L) 2621 &
12 o - SMEZSTY ——

1. momtrrRy BELOW THosE PERSONS W0 ARm BELIEVED ™ mavg LAST KNOWLEDGR o Am-l
CRATT AND cFEGy APPROPRIATR (only one) ‘Cormm To INDICATE BASTS R SAMEs

contacted 1ast gaw :

¥

TAE Iy !m,r.. RANE mm; NO Ey Fadio gighteq crash w
L Do N T T W T 33

g: James W, Holley S/8gt 19071913 X =y
4. ™
s ) ;

Be T B : s S
12, Ivmmmanm'nmmmmw S ONE OF THE Wy

e ATTAOE AS' AN Totpg g THIS RERORT, ETTHER AmRrar PHOTOCRAPH, MAP, gapm
OR SKBTCH, SHOYING APPROXTMATS *CATION WEZRE ATRORATT mas gy grr? '

e, IS REPORT, mYmWITNRSS DESCRIPTIONS 0F grasy
- - .
- | FORCED IANDING, oR OTHER CIRGJPST.M;UES PERTATNING ATRCRAPYD,
15, ATrace; as ay MCINSU™E 70 mwrs REPORT, A DESGRTPYTON op THE B2 o
SEATCH, IF AXY, AND @ RANK ; OF OFFICER ™
HERE: (if no Search, so g*its giving Teason) i, Searc g made ne n
Lereft was 148t ses oVel ena XTIt oy TR . Wlaieo ulx
ey s w et T
Signature or officer Alderson Tirmons
.2__Inels; LT ADTTESTN TIIIORS, vyl
el 1-Statement of Sgt Hiaa: ug? Capt, Ac..
To ). - A utort

THeL -2-Statengny isp &’ Holley (smpryp)
Tael 3-Map Of area where Plene last.seen ( SEPTUP)

s
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& ii

HEADJARTERS
LO6LTH BOMBARDMENT GROUP (1)
AP0 520 US ARMY

SPECIAL ORDERS ) 7 October 194%
NGEER ».ee 4200 )

1. Fol O and i having been asgd this cond yocG 55th Bonb WE (H),
effective 6 Oct Lh are further asgd OTgns indicated: (Branch of Serv: AC)

776TH BOMBARLHENT SeUADRON_(H
pate of Rank

oD LT (1092) EICHARD GRAHAM 0825156 12 Mar L
F/0O &1092) JOSEPH G HARTMANN JR 62851 15 Apr bk
24D LT 1031,; MAURICE D FROST 02060497 10 Jun Lk
onD LT (1035) PAUL S KUHNS JR 0776997 20 May Wb
Cpl (748) Jemes R Hooper J7 34803018
g/segt (757) Johm I Bergstron JT 32,2100
Cpl (612) George R Ragsdale 37529346
Cpl (611% Rudolph F Marisecal 39864325
Cpl (611) Gerald A Fairbanks 39216839

Cpl (611) Winfred i Hazelwood 3,854,898
77BTH BOUBARDENT SuADRON_(H)

D LT (1092) DAVID P MC KEEVER 0827708 12 Mar Lk
ND LT (1092) LEONAKD I KILFOYLE 0828185 15 Apr Lk
oND LT (1034) JAMES i HAYWORTH 02060280 9 Jun 44
r/o  (1035) FUGENE C TAYLOR 1126731 20 May Lk
Cpl (7u8) Edwerd T Murphy 11057391

cpl (757) James A Cody 17131133

cpl (b12) Willian R Martin 392017029

Cpl (B11) Lowell H Beckley 35775440

cpl (611) ¢ anesC Poole 38599452

Cpl (611) James J Franceseoni 39721098

TH BOMBARDUENT S ADRON_(H)

oND LT (1092) BEMNIE J ADAY O7LL590 12 Mar Lk
F/0 (1092) WAYNE A LAINE 127327 23 May Lk
ND LT (1034) RAYUMOND C MARONPOT 02060327 g Jun 4b
onD LT (1035) ROBEKT B SCHENCK 0777946 20 May b
cpl (7u8) Joseph J Greevich 35610339

Cpl (757) Henry A Mundingew 366 Thh3h

Sgt (612) Cornelius T Relldy Jr 37378389

Cpl (611) Harold E Sorensen 36699795

Cpl (611) Robert L Overten 34921493

Cpl (611) Jom R Verga 32506814

3, Lt Col (1092) DOUGLAS i CAIRNS, 019129, AC, having been asgd this
cond and placed on indefinite DS with Ha 55th Bonb Wing (H), per par 7 S0 173,
Hig, 55th Bomb Vig (H), dtd 4 Oct Lk, is further asgd to Hg Deb.

By vrder <f Golonel SCHRUEDER:

OFFICIAL: .. DAKIL D, JUHNS
' Ui g ] Major, Alx Corps,
yf\_flj"it—f./bx_.-:j ﬁdju’bﬂst.

DiYL. D. JQHNS
Major, Air CurPs,
Adjubent.
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