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3 9•1 .

SU ECT : N r r a t i v e I i s s i on Re p or t

• Co and g Of f i c e r , t h om ar d: e nt W .
( H) .

TO
PO 2 , U S Y

, twenty eight (2 ) ac eduled
' l n 1 Se pt e mbe r

e
l a

r e B 2 a c t o ok o f f at 07 1 5B

_ a c anm t e e
r ol l i n g e t o ck i n t he Sz a o 1 / Y at S z a o l ,

hour to bo
Hu ary.

on e ( 3 1 ) a / c or me d t wo ( 2 ) a t t S u
ad -The t i r t y

l e d b Ma or Cl a r e n c e G. Po f f ,
n i t s , t he f i r s t b e y

d e r o f t he ? 8 t h Bo b ar d e n t S Qu iF
l t

H
L d e r °

r on Co W g f i e l d ,
the eco + by Captai Ropert L.
the 779 h Bombar ent S uadron (H)•

e d howe v e r , h 1 ne
2 . The 'or - u p wa s mad e a a pl n .

ous was not ae pre cribed . The
ed a

o
3b0° tu n at

r e nd v ar e a a n e x e cu
G oup e tered the aesem ly

e t he f ou r ( ) box e s of t he 4 t h Bom a r dme n t Gr ou p

wri i Ch t a s i n i v i d-
we r e n ot i n a gr oup f òr a t i ou

r ou l e a de r
l o

f he t h)
For thie rea on the G p

l °O e H set cour e for and w over p azzvla

Bo ba r dme nt Gr ou p ( )
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HEAD U RT R J FP/ FF / ho b
4T 8 0 :BAR i NT GROUP ( H)

52a U S A y

31g,1 2 ept mber 1

SUBJ ECT : a r r a t i v e Ii i s s i on Re p or t

TO Com and g Officer , 55th Bombardment W i (H ,
APO 5 0, U S Army

4 ' •

M

1. On 2 September 194 , twenty ei ht (2$ ) scheduled
B 2 a/c and three (3) apare B-24 a/c took off •at 07108 hours
to bomb upovac R Br id e , Yugo lavia .

The thirty one (31 ) a/c formed into two (2 ) attack
un its, the fir t be i led by Lt Col Elv in E . Goo ear ,

qua3-
ron Co m der of the 779th Bombardment Squadron (H , and the
s e c ond 'o y Ca pt a n Roi e r t H. Fowl e r , . Aa t Op e r a t i on s Of f i c e r
o the 7 th Bo bard ent Squadron (H).

The three (3 ) pare a/c fle the entire isaion .
. 2 . Form-up w s executed w ithout n cident . In effectin

the l e rendezvou with the th Group , the th Group e
0$13B ours was hsad ing south from Andria to Corato , r ght
turn was ade n tead of a left ta effect the ndeZVOUS.The 60th Group d id not pass over Spina ola on course at
the pre cribed time due to bei g late for endezvous . The
4 5th and 464th Groupa pasaed ove Sp azzola at 0826B houra
and oined the 60th ten (10 ) iles east of 5p inazzol .

3 . The thirty one (31 ) a/c bombed t e tar et by boxes
n co u .

(Briefed target time 141 B hou s) Target timea
of the four (4) oxes were as follows: A-1019B hour , -10208
hour , C-1020B hour , D-10208 houra. Twenty n ne ( 9) of
the thirty one (31) a/c over the target dropped seventy two
(72 ) tona of 1000 pound RDX bomb s fu ed .1 nose and non-delay
tail, from the follaw altitudes : A-1$ ,500 , B-19,100, C-
18,000, D-19,1$0 .

' Two (2 ) of the thirty one (31) a c over the target
retu ed three (3) ton of ombs to base ; one a/c returned
two and one h f (2 ) ton of ombs becauae of rack malfu ction ,the other a/c returned one half ( ) ton of bom s becau e of
rac lfunction .

- 1 -
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BOI ARIh ENT GR P ( H

Office af the Inte111gen ce O ficer
0 52 U S A my

31 9 , _
5 e p t e mb e r 1 9

3 U JEC : Na r r a t i v e i i a s i on Re p o r t

TO : Co manding Officer , 55th o b ar ent Win (H)
A O 520 , U S A y

•

1 . On 4 Septemb er 194 , twenty eight (2$ ) cheduled B-2
a / c a nd t h r e e ( 3 ) s pa r e ,3 - 2 4 / c t oo k of i t 0 6B h ou r e t a
b omb Bronzolo South Pi/Y , Italy.

The thirt on e 1 a c ormed to two 2 ) attaek un its,Y 3 ) / '
the first st c it be ng led by M a or Willia H. R ddell, I
Co anding OfPicer of the 776th Bo bardment Squadro (H , d
the second by lst Lt . Charlea F . Fowler, Fli ht Le der of t e
778th Bombardment 5quadron (H .

The three (3) apare a/c return d as follvws ;

( a ) A/ C
. No 2- 7 $ 3 0 l and d t t h e 60 t h Gr ou p a t

,
1 35B hour du e to cro s xind at th ie base, at 16278 houra
urned back at Barletta . Jettisoned bombs at ( 1°35'N 16°20 'E ).

{b ) /C No 2- 8 21 la ded at t s baae at 1 20B
hours, turnin b ack at ( 2 45'N 15 20 E . Jetti oned omb I
at ( 1°33'N-16°16'E }.. .

'

• ( c ) A/ C No 2 7 8 5 1 l nd e d a t t h i b a s e at 1 5 1 5B
hou ,t rn ing ack at 2c54 'N-15o 'E ). Jettisoned bomb a
a t ( 1 ° 4 0 ' N- 16 2 0 ' E ) .

Due to cro s wind these three (3 ; a c w re i atru cted to '
ettis n their bo ubs in the Adriatic and fly until the gas la d

had been sub ata t ally redu ced as a a ty precaustion .

2 . Group form up an d lin e endezvous was ade a pla ed .
On the irig rendezvous this Group was two 2 ) m i,ute late ue
to a lov overcast and beiag txo th u8a d (2000 ) feet higher han '
briefed altitude .

3. One 1 ) a/c returned early . A/C No 42-5251 turned

_. ._ . - .. a ^ -
°
- =
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I hou s (br i e ed t a ge t t . e 12 2A ho e d t w® t - .v e ) '
a/a d o ped si c y-two one hal (6 ) to © 5 O po dR b bs ( . 1 nos e d . Ol t a i l f us i ng ro . 23 , 00 e®t . -

o ( ) a/c (earl retu ) ettisoned fi e (5) tono bo b s or r eas o out l i n ed i n par agraph o . 3 ( a ) nd ( b ) .
Four a/c returned t® (10) tons ofb o bs to base;a 2 } ear l y r et u s r ou ht ba k f i v e ( t on s .or r eas oneoutli ed i paragra h No. 3 ) and (d), o e (1) a/c etu edt o a d one hal (2 ) tons becau e bomb b doors would notopen , end one 1 a c retu ed two nd on hal (2 ) tonsdue t o i n t er val e t er mal u ot i on . - .Recapitulation o Bombs .
25 a c dro e/ pp d on tar et 62 tons2 a/c ettisoned 5 ton

a c returned to Ba e 10 t
l a acoounted fa. r 77,.

t on s
Bo bi was b p.F.F. due to ha e, oke eree d8/10 cloud eo er over the target.
Bomb strike photos how no vi bl -i e hits on theterget, whioh is almost co pletelp cloud ob cured.

p
''er nu erous h t are on the M n oh/Obe esen eld A rdromeon® h m l e we et of t he br i e ed . or i t y of t e bc bad opped blan et the l ndin area rom the northea t to e outh-we t o ner. ere were nesr m aes oa the l gar t the north- -east, we t, 'an out we t edge o the ie1d. Cloud cover revents es ent o po sible additional hits on the po r plant looatedo the southwest corner fthe airdro .

5. e Group Leader use8 C-1 au o t o p lot. T e l d roft he seooad attaok it did not use t e C-1 as it was inoperat-i e .
6 . at t he t get wa r epor t e d 'ro t o . Somer®w repor ing M to I d pending on thei osition in the f -ation. Black , red and w ite b sts were obse ed. .

Time n lak 'w s r our ( ) t o i ve ( 5 i aut e s .
Fl a was o s ® ed t t he f ol .o ng l oaat i on

p OtN- 1 15t .Berahtesgaden S
; .o e ®cr e n

.
Tra n t®in . =-

::s s ke s ar e en
- -

" - - .
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. a l on c r c d , u unb ow d
' t h w t c rn f r on t

, Ta r sa w wa s a bo ut • t o On e o f t h e mo t i n t i • •
a t h c Al l i d f o r c c c a ;1 han d aa Ru i an e r e s t i n i c u s i on s
mo c d i nt o po s i t i o f o r c ma ah cd c l o ' c h -i t ha b e en ou r
f o r t c f i na l d ri v b l o c k by bl o c t o l e a s u r e t o a t t e nd i n
a t Hi t l c r ' homc l a nd . o i n wi t h t h : pa t r i o t l on t i e v a s he l d
Fo r t h f i r t t i c t ha t ha v b n f i ht - b y t h e 7 7 t h g u d r o n
s i nc c t h • nva i on i n f r om ho u t o i e c ua i on Gr o u .
o f u r o pc t a.r t cd Am- hou ac f o r ov c r a Le d b y pl BLa i r ,c r i c a n a nd Br i t i oh on t h . .

I n t h _ Ba l an t he s ub e c t a "T t
r c e hav c hi t s t r - c o b i n c d Ru s i a n nd i s n ex t i n t e a r . "

on y o ni z c d r e s - Ru a ni a n t hi n - As ma e l l b e i ma i n d
i s t an c : r om Na zi ' s c d -ri t h Ti t o t o c o p- by t he t i t l e , t he s ub -

.
f o r c c s . ' l c t t. l y a 1 t h a zi e c t wa s me a t y e no u h

Af t c r a wc c l of i n Gr c c . t o o v i d e a g o d v a r i
ha.r d f i i n , A nc r - • Thc P c i f i c c am i e t y o f opi n i on .i c a n f o r ac a ha d un c hd i n t o b : i n a ai n a Th e ze a l wi t h w c h
a r d ov r t h c r - l a nd n : r c ma dc t he n embe r s o f t he r -
• an b o r d r a nd h ad on Pa l a u a n d ' . r c r :. r a o up e .i e r e d n t o t h e
c om l t •.: l y n c i r c l d Th l a t t r , 3 GO mi l di s c u i on p r o e d t o
Aa c h n . Pa t t on ' a f o r - f r om t h Phi l l i n o ur e at i s ac i o t t
c c c t oo c o l c t aon - wa c c on s i d r c d mp- + an e xc e l e n t o ut l t
t r o l of t h c c i t of o r t an t .no u h f o r f o r e r n l o i ni on '
?an c y , hi i hi N: r t hu r t o v hi s wa s ro v i d e . wi t h a

aou t h r n l a a d p r aona l a t t : n t i on t o t a l ob v i at i on o f
c ont c t ri t h t h a .v - a h c t r i dc c v c r ( f o rmal i t y . ,.n t h a y a nd • on f ul l c l o ac r t o a n l a .

I n c on c l u s i on we .f i h t i n f r on t wa F om t hc b c a c hh ad wo ul d s ay t t we
mc r • d . On t hc x t r - c an no un c c d t ha t hc c o ul d no t t k of

.c c s out h t hc I wa a a on h e way . al au a be t t e ay - of ®nd-
hi t t i n a t at ubborn wa a b: i n dc f cn cd i • a i t e re e t i ev e -
re i st anc c n l f or bi t t c r y but . and en ,n t han t o a t t end a
! ap a ri nc a aul t t roops moe t i a t Di e ous -

On t h cban cl , C n havc ci cd t h mos t -s o • .adi an and Bri t i ah t r i o t ant .a i r i l d
*oops oant i nu d t o b ca and cn nc cr e :wcrc

a.t G: r ma - r r i son i n r c a dyi n i t f o r A c r - '77 H TJ ' l L •t h c c oa . t l po s i c a n p l an c . DI g g I 0 N 4 ROUPwh i l t h r c omr a d s I n A c r i ca , t c TN I RST M TI NGt hr cw b i d hc a d a c r - hu chi l - Ro o 3cv ;cl t Due t o c i r c w s t anc e
. o s t hc c a na l s a nd mc c t i n c nd . d i n f u l l b e y o n o u r c on t r o l , wer i v r o f t h c l owl a nd s a r mc n t a s t o t h ( w r e -ur ab l a t o a t t e ndA Br . t i s h s a r h ad Pa c i i c wa r wi t h a l • -aour cc s of hc t he ' i rs t mee t i nwa c a r v i n p c c. s ou• t hc r t he 77 8t h

.o f t h c f i r s t f o r t i f i c - t o wi h t y ia t on s . -at i on of t h Si : f r i c • roup.. : ' -
t he repor t rec dI i nc . ' we . $ r ed of

o t
I l a t . 1 n $ i d

. , , _ r. t '
i

'o f Hi t l r s l a ct s t n c us s i o n wa e f r au ht
'lar aw , bloody, batt- wi h lively debate.
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YS C T R I G
PI ? i 0 ` 'ALD S : : ' • 4 1 T C/ O

. , .c n u c l e s r b e i c a vd
A c .l l a f r t ho _.
5 t h o b G s 11 ' o r 'u on c or: l e t i vn o f t h e f i r s t w ek

•.he 6 5t h e rv i c e S o c f h;rs i c a l r a i n i n a . A oo d . e r c e nt -

t o p y 2:ny i i o a ;e f t i e n i n t he $ ous d r on t u ri e d

t e a r of f v e e n ou ou '•na t h e c o n e a i e x e c t e d t o

t s b ae wa s e a t b e on e i n c ' 1 0 o h e m~® wi l l

t h e S: e c i a ? S e r v i Ce .
du e • quad r on c o .a d r s a r e v'

o i f c e . An wh o i n t he i r rho e - he .r t d ooo e r a t on t o •

f e e t he y ro u l d l i l e t h e _:
r o ;r s m and al l n a r © e x e c t e

t o ; i n t e a r b a c k e t t h mi n mu r a_u
r m©n o f 3h o u a

of t h e e r e s u t uo s pe r we ek ,
ua r on r e al l av e o ut

o ut f i t , l e a s e e ub i t e ? 7 8 t h SQ •

our na es t o t h 5
. s t v1eek s d l oo a l l t ho b et t er f or

e c i al Se c O f c e i t , : a s mon ar e t i n a k i ck ut
al

nd t he e s wi . b ® i t - - i t ' s s o .nov el , ®®l e ood t

ar an ed. ' od a ai : : :'Xou ' r e t h r e t es t ai n-
r t h r aby - - o co e out and ve out :

l J V 1 TOUCH F TB T .
a r r uby , t e o •rr i t e r •rho i s L A TO E

,kno n f ro .coas t t o co s t as e ri c s , D; ; ; ; ; ; •
numbe one baa8ball fan, ran into a .f i e nd i n t h e r i i t f i e l d b l c h e r h e f o o t b l s e s on

a t s at ' r l e y e l d t h e o t i ©r day . • i s i n u l l s wi n b ao
"Hey , " s s i . r r y ,

"ho r come y o u i n t he t at e a . •. e
a i ' t n t h Ar Y?" wo ul d -:

l k e n o t h
"' e 1 . , " t h o t he r r e l i e d . " ' b e t t e r t h n t o . s t a r t

• •ro rk i n i t h t e r a i l r o ad n ow. T ' m s r 1 a r oo b al l
os s e n t i a .

"
, l as u© t a b s s e ."Li s t e ,

' i d : r r y . I f t h oy c an nf o r t un at ol y , w®v e r ,d r f t i a ,
i o , ACSC ' ' e e nt i a l .

_
i nc e •e l a cl t h e n e c -
s a •r y c c ui mon , we

ha ',. y i b r ak i n , u t hv a e : we r - s l l f nd i t n e c s a r y
ous o b s s eb al l a n d f oo t 'o .l l t e a s a t t • c on f i n 3 ou r s e l os

at •d o e s t i os t and s e n di t h e b i - , a t oua h
t i e 1 s - o r t s t a r s o ve r a e .e t o • o ? f oo t b al l

.t ' mor .l e i n c o b .t u t s . ro now Or L;; e yQUr t a :
on , t or c ti l l be bi ; e r name at ou- ubmi t he n S of

a r,vi l l e t n a.t Ft . Ben i , Ga • t s m t o t hv e a al
© b . , r .i n b e h .n

t s s h f t i s s e i e f f i c o and t h
Lt .

o l
,r y ;c l , • e c t i me b e l l l a u e - i l l b o f o e d :

c o c f t
.e r o ? y.n Do d e.

r s , :•rho e Te s .o
l d l i k o t o he.v o

i d s a o r r o t a t t hl at os ha s r e c - a . mi ni mu O 6 t e .
o v t e a r a l of n . I a r s h l , t h e l oa ue , s o e t

, b u y : :
Tc y ordan , c at cher ; urc ed ' .f c m t : a t l O, I o , t aam a f t a r l .l o d ^h r a o- Ey e L a a u o i h me r .n s T P : =i n 1 , h s e o r d t 1 t ®

, ,
i e rk on t h = .o.: t 1a t .. I ot l o t , " h - '

i n ©d t o :an e r ji i m y y w o l l o
ci e ., m: e . e..

-
_

.
' i n s - e

b a t : b aa t y i s on © wh o h ' ' $- a
l o v e l y r of t he , w . c . . . . • . -_

_ ,. _
k

. . : , . .Te ,a s a u r c n o t i c a o r e • C_. c en ' l u .
d i o r s o s i n f o r a wi nd a '
rayer.

" •
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- . . - i. . r . , , _ •
. • . .

-: ..L . ' " j . . ..
r '• .RT : 'TT - ..

.. .( Fr om an adv . i n t he . , : --r s l d ^ r i b g ,
on ' t y o u b l i e tre .

t ha t • o ou ' veCu t s i c : s t a t e r o o ,
• b e n h a r i n ab out how ab a Ru t h i s '

u • . and - l wa r ' c o i n b ^c t o b a s • a l l .as a -- n c = . = :
.

'o a r t 3 ...ho t d co l d • hi t t e r . Th
.r e . i e no t l ri t o t i a : a r -u: n i n wa t e r , ' 1

, ' 5 t i c,u ar ].s t r i n e - o - ra m, n o t hi n t o i t
o . e r s t o : 5p . a al l • - .St s t e roo ' P I C Act u l l y h vor l d ' s at os t f

o r o o r o r ur - ma s o i 1 t o c or 'i i e s f t ur e a t -o s e s , g t o - s ho r hl t i c c t i v i t i e s t o o l f , : ok o r a nd
t 3 1.e hon e . ' , s n o c s.e i o. .l r o u d of l l y ool un -

. • l os s s ame on e o f f r t h+ b i l e a e* • , • r i l b ; r t . I a s , S wan t e da l l hi l i f e . t h e r i s n' t muc h
Ca t a i n : "y o ur r -

i 1. 1 i ho od of 't h t , . "
o r s s o l d be wr i t ':' n 'ne a i n h s : r i mo , Rut h wa st n : s uc h a 'mann ar .

a r i c a ' s r e a t a t s - o r t s . o r s o s t y , •ov n t he mo e t i o r -
' :ay b a he t l l i . ?o he ' s

_ : a t 5 0
an t may d e r t nd t i a o ; o t t h e r o of a s e - . .t em. " 1 e a da a e t . o s t i l l •ha t n - . .o r a t : ' t a r t ,

t i nc t , t he f l a i r nd t h a d r ama t i oi s t you on 'T u d- ' ch l ac ed hi u on a 1: l nono .or t and . s i r 3" of h a ri val s coul d v r chi ave .• : .
Dur i s s t ay a t a ho s i t a 1 r c

, * e n t l y , t h ab wa's i t t i n u . : nd
- - . t a l : n t o f r i ond •an d

. 1
v t : : , l o o :,a t . t h e c ha h t an t o o e i l "

_i mg , t ho s o r t sha r c ut T , 3 t o t ,
r i t o r h 3n s omoon e h no c d at h . s

o e i t l ok b d d o o r • I t w $ a 1 - s e an d s h 'nad a l i
t : e 1

, o u b e t t e r ° f a o r i n h r _d .ha - ou r he ad s t a - -
On e of t e ; at . n t s own s t a i r s , a

T s e nd ,n .
l t t e boy , i a l a v i g t h 3 ho a i t l t o -d ay , t h n ur e o a i d , '' o ; b o on he r ©

r d ® nd v ul a r i on t hs and o wo ul d l i ' s y ou r a ut o -m n i s o no •rho s a:r e r ap h , "
_at - . r . s i ur o whe T ab ' f c c o : enod •u i nt o a ws t r -' s do i

•,
hor bee t mc o 1 ri n • o • r bbod a n and t hot o d s l y t .

w o r nd e i n d a o wi t h dr am- .
. .t c f l ou r s h . Thon , han t ho n ur s o

A b a e h® o r i c a gu
had on o , h o l o nod b el i n h s b ©d

who d i d ' t ha v c c r a d i l od .
w an ho •ras oung .

° o • " ho ga d. "Tho ki da ai n ' t f or igot t vn mo y ot . "
r C L ( . _ -. . l c . . ra . . l :

• #: ho n ud •roman n -d r d i n o t hoi a a r 3 p0 0 GI s S
. T.t : n t n d a s t c f s h T I 3 I T IE . ' TUR

. Y RCr
mi

••
ht t e ' t . , t he R T GI VI N '

ow e r e a t he a a t me ' =
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