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17. Twenty-throe (23) a/e were demaged by flsk and a/c,
fifteen (15) of which will be inoverational for twenty-Tour
(24) hours.

18. Chart of route &8 briefed and flown, showing axils
of atteek ie inclozed.

19. Only one (1) a/c attempted photographs and it was
necessary to secure negetlves of photographs from the 465th
Hombardment Group in order Lo properly eveluate the bombing
of this group. Set of selected girike photographs inclosed.

For the Commanding Officer:

FRANCIS F. IHLDER
Major, Air Corps,
Intelliigence Officer
Inclosures:
Inel 1 « Track chart
Inel 2 - Selected vhotos (1 set)
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HEADQUARTERS MCK/rcm
L6LTH BOMBARDUENT GROUP (H)
Office of the Intelligence Officer
AP0 520 U 5 Army
319.1 12 July 1944

SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO : Commanding Officer, 55th Bombardment Wing-(H),
APO 520 , U 5 Army
(Attn: A-2)

1. On 12 July 1944, 37 B-24 a/e¢ of 39 a/c scheduled
took off at 0615B hours to bomb the central 1/3 of Nimes M/Y
(France) primery target. Two (2) a/c failed to take off due
to Mezneto Malfunetions. The 37 a/e formed two (2) attact
unitis, the first unit being led by Major Elvin D. Goodyear,
Commanding Officer of the 779th Bombardment Sguadron (H), and
the second attack unit by Lt Colonel Charles F, McKenna III,
Deputy Group Commander. One &/¢ returned early due to #2
supercharger going out and & high pressure oxygen leak.

2. Group rendezyous was formed seven (7) miles South
of Corsto and the two (2) group rendezvous was made with the
L65th Group, two (2) miles South of Corato &t 07258 hours
this Group felling in behind the 465th Group.

3. The wing rendezvous was completed four (4) miles South
of Spinazzola &t 0734B hours. The route wes flown aa briefed
over the French Coast to Marsbeau. At thatpoint turmed left
in close right echelon with the L65th Group. Followed the
L65th Group to four (L) miles South of the I.P. at which time
the L4L65th Group made a fifteen (5) degree correction to left
and then turned sharply to right. Due to prop wash and close
right echelon, the 46Lth Group made & left turn to avoid a collision.
This Gpoup then flew in & South West heading passing to
the left of Tarascon and over Arles sur Hhone, then sight-
ed the primary target (Nimes). A right turn was made and the
Group passing into the target on a 20° heading. In pass-
ing over Arles sur Rhone, sSome of this Group's Bombardiers
thinking this was the target released, dropping 17% tons of
bombs. After bombing th. Primary target this Group rellied
left to the coast. From this point the Group headed for the
Jouthern tip of Coreice due to bad weather conditions over
the Mountains of Corsica. Then to the Briefed land fall on

il
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Ltr Narretive Mission Report contd

JIME  PLACE ALTITUDE OBSERVATIONS

near oil storage in-
stallations of 12
tanks near the docks,

1109B3 miles SE of Periuia on 19,400 A/D with 40/50 s/e
bank of river a/e on field
1136B Mirsmas 19,000 A/D with 6 a/c large

number of barracks.
g8 guns on a/d

13, There were no a/c damaged by enemy zction. Nothing
is known about the condition of the three (3) a/c landing at
friendly fields.

14. Traek Chart showins route briefed and route aeturlly
flown i= ineclosed,

15, Three (3) a/c attempted vhotographs, two took pietures.
Selected prints inclosed.

For the Commanding Officer:

MAURICE C. KTIELING,
Capt, Alr Corps,
Actg. Int. Officer

2 Incla:

Inel = 1 - Track Chart
Incl - 2 - Selected Photos

- 5 =

_
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U8 C.-EN‘IL"J.. Equals British ccx.‘,mfm: AL

HEADOUARTERS TR/ jmm
L6Lth BOMBARDMENT GROUP (H)
APD 520 U 8 Army

319.1 230 July 19LL
SUBJECT: Narrative Mission Report

TO

e

Commendine Officer, 55th Bomberdment Wing (H),
APO 520, U 8 Army

1. On 30 July 194L, 38 B-2L a/e of 39 scheduled took
of? beecinning st N7328 hours to bomb Budspest Tuna Aircraflt
Factory (Primary Tsrget). The 28 a/e formed two (2) attack
units, the first unit wes led by Lt Col Cherles ¥. MeKenna
III, Deputy Group Commander, and the second unit by lst Lb -
Robert H. Garlock, Flight Lesder, 776th Bombardment Squadron (H).
2. The groun form-1m snd rendezvous with the L65th
Rombardment Groun wers accomplished ss ordered and without
diffieulty. For informetion reletive to Wing .rendezvous
and colum enroute to snd over the tarzet see inclosure
(Operstions Statement).

3. =. One (1) &/c failed to take off heceuse No 2
cowl Plep Lrack sheared.

h. ‘Three (3) &fc returned early for the following
rensonNs:

A/C VMo L1-20L17 = Generators 1, 2, znd L inoper=-
A/ WMo 41-2939). -~ No 2 engine inonerstive, run-
awey pron, excessive loss of oil.

A0 1A

gea9h o No 2 and ‘_M'o 2 E'r_a_rvin_;_;\c‘y were
right waist gun and other nortions of a/e werse

leaking cas,
Sprayved with pas.

L. Thirty five (25) 2/c were over the tarset st 1115R
hours (briefed tarecet time 1110B hours) and thirty four (34L)
a/c drovned eighty five (85) tons of, 500 peund RDY end GP

bomba with .1 nos=e and ,025 T“il fusing.

One (1) a/c over the terget wass unsble to set up

1
o togzle, &nd

b
’ -2

[¥,
gight and synchronl=Zs on the target in time t
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