Michael Frankian

777" Bombardment Squadron
464™ Bombardment Group
55" Bomb Wing

15" Air Force



Glossary
A.B.: Air Base
B: Bombardier
B/F, B/I: B designates Black for the 779" Squadron. Second letter designates the specific plane.
Boxes: Boxes refer to the Combat Box Formation (developed by Curtiss E. LeMay...)

COMBAT BOX (Able, Baker Charlie, Dog...). The number following the name is the plane’s position
in the Box.

B.G.: Bomb Group (Air Force - Bomb Wing - Bomb Group - Squadron)
C.P.: Co-pilot

ILA.S.: Indicated Air Speed

IP: Initial Point. Generally last waypoint before you turn for target
M/Y: Marshalling Yards

M.I.A.: Missing in action

N: Navigator

O: Observer

P: Pilot

R.O.: Radio Operator

Tinsel: Dropped out of the plane to confuse radar.

Y/A, YIC, YIE, YIL, YIM, Y/O, YIP, YIS, YIT, YIY, YIV: Y designates Yellow for the 777" Squadron.
Second letter designates the specific plane.

Waist: Waist gunner, middle of the plane


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combat_box
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Left Patrick Henry, Camp. Va. on the 3 or
March 1944 — 5 P.M. Sighted land for the 1%
time on the 21%. It was the Rock of Gibraltar,
Spain, Africa + France.

Pulled in Sicily on the 27 and from Brindisi to
Bari we traveled alone. Bari to Pantanella A.B
by truck. We docked at Bari on the 29™ of
March 10 P.M.

Left Pantanella for Gioia A.B. on the 17" of
April.

Map showing Brindisi:

Map showing Pantanella and Bari:
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‘,;// 7-vd -Ta. ﬁﬁf Y 3:a0kes) May 7 — 1944 — Test Hop. “Y/O" 3:20 Hrs.
/’ /?‘/‘7/ Vs Hes.

/w o?/ﬂ*’ww‘
MM%\ /i{f’ /&75 May 10 — 1944 “Y/O” -- 8:45 Hrs.

#1 + #2 counted for 2 missions

Target 1 — Weiner Neustadt Aircraft Factory for

ﬂr‘vn(\ On Tht's Misseon /;f%
ME-109s in Austria.

Sadest 173 OfM);./\[fe.
W% M aeed.

M&(»"V‘F\/{ NfockeT f'fqh‘f’e!!’.

Drunk On This Mission 1% Saddest Day Of My
Life.

Very heavy, intense and accurate Flak also
some enemy fighters and Rocket Fighters.



ST 3 May 13 — “Y/O” 7:15 Hrs.
%f YL M / 715 Hos.
3 - One /V//ss'oq

'f et Erma 7
Zf{j/,f"F/ £, o ighters

. 4 R

/)//a///*' % 6 /0 Hrs.
One M({s(dm

#3 — One Mission

Target — Parma — M/Y

Toihr B! SOOI R Sy

Light Flack, No Fighters

Jarget - 7reviso - M/y 7 May 14 — “Y/O” 6:10 Hrs
75 74T Flakf1ghtews Some. : Target — Treviso — M/Y
Ma /8 / V20 [{m' Light Flak, Fighters some.

wf 0”6 /)//{SSIAVI
qf-?olesfc —/-/pf'.4[tcrna'fc ]
'73,,.!‘. Bod %afhe_"‘.

May 18 “Y/O” 4:20 Hrs.

._So me?lak - (Vo 7‘:",8[ h TCevrs i #5 — One Mission

Target — Polesti — Hit Alternate Target. Bad
Weather.

Some Flak — No Fighters



J P~y / 5. /0 Hrs.

z;fé A Msz( e May 22 “Y/O” 5:10 Hrs.
7-;\?7!1‘ - Yalmantone Above #6 — One Mission
2 Beath d
e, B head. M/y Target — Valmontone Above Anzio Beachhead.
\LfCav)/'f/qcc-urafe Flsk, M/Y
No 77 Fghters. NoBombis ropped.
Bad wa‘t her Orer Tarq<t, | Heavy + Accurate Flak,
4// /& 5 arHes. No Fighters. No Bombs Dropped.
CQn © /5SS ( on

- Bad !yeaﬂ\er'

fr;e?‘ ValpmenTtone >/

No Flak - 4/07'_" 4hters |

Circled 'fv- e'f/?TmeJ No?ombsi]roppcé
Yo

Bad Weather Over Target.

/V/a y 25 ‘ 75 fes. | May23"Y/O" 5:25 Hrs.
F .O"ﬁ _[E/I'S aaia ; #7 — One Mission — Bad Weather
| /a V7e7L Girvovs . MA’ |
'?Snuﬁem ov Conbeal France, 7’} Target Valmontone M/Y

No Flak — No Fighters

\ Hcavf Mederate + F)c.e_ur—afeTT b/

Circled Target 3 Times. No Bombs Dropped.

_Five _F_icrh'te"s %eckeJ Us From
,~rhc 7:” In Rotatison. Tail (7w-mev-
| Shot.Hown 1-ME 109.4Rebable. #8 One Mission

May 25 “Y/O” 9:45 Hrs.

Target Givors M/Y
Southern or Central France
Heavy, Moderate + Accurate Flak

Five Fighters Attacked Us From The Tail In
Rotation. Tail Gunner Shot Down 1 — ME-1009.
A Probable.



Ma,é’Ze ?/ 2: 10 Hvs.

/arje'(' <yong . M
SOVThern ‘F:av\c_e
ReTumEav-ly Huve 72 Gas heak.

ey 27 W Time
0nt/ (Ssion .

f"?éT /V[mes Aﬂ/’}/

‘auﬂlcv‘vx [Frence

Hi”ay)/) loderate ‘*‘(qccura'(’c /-Iak

| Fighters ME-(ors +FW-/90

Kana/-.l At [ar:lca how On Gas

Riddc 09 A7 Crmn i/

Jl:40 Hrs.

May 26 “B/F” 2:10 Hrs.
Target Lyon M/Y
Southern France

Return Due To Gas Leak.

May 27 “Y/O” Time 11:40 Hrs.

#9 One Mission

Target Nimes M/Y

#Southern France

Heavy, Moderate + Accurate Flak
Fighters ME-109s and FW-190

Landed at Corsica — Low On Gas.

May 29 “Y/O”

Missing a page or two here



Target  Atzgersdofr, Vieana
Salvz_»_giw ME-109¢{ TFor Reuse.
\/e-—y l/‘flei Tntense vHecorutdak

| /4/0on 304:174'&0'5 77;!’ got
Klrods Crew - Elrod5Baker (/alen‘fl,
Me 2z afests, Styer, Fre«man, Clos

Joness Crewr—-
:K'MesJ Evens, Shires, Bl ye“-,jan'y

CPTCaﬁe"s Crew ~ Coter Was No‘tn(oﬂ7
O?\)ou ke./Sam/:a on, Jenn on“lTUZ'&/
Eavc.s (rew - E’QVc’s 7"n7maq

| C"\rISfG /,?e‘fr\onvl E/dev-sy/nafferuq

The Group Lost & Plenes.
:T‘s‘t ﬁs?ou h OrFOU_Jher——
Then fourfkrw‘t
/ Mﬁy ?/* 75" Hes- GlolaT?anftnel [
Jumne 2 % 7:00 Hes.
\ 2 +izs Twe Misscons
(/l{_j - /Veah ?‘ﬁ?umml
%(K?uv\ - 'VOTG(« Oy 'F7‘|T‘c s

/ ll/e_?eaTH/ ere Sweaf’an ‘\“ \
E)(pec:hvb Gel Jumped Anyfime!

Continuing from missing page(s)...
Target Atzgersdoff, Vienna
Salvaging ME-109s For Reuse.
Very Heavy Intense + Accurate Flak

About 30 Fighters They got Elrod’s Crew —
Elrod, Baker, Valenti, Mezzatesta, Styer,
Freeman, Close + Jones’ Crew — Jones, Evans
Shiros, Blye + gang.

Cpt. Caters Crew — Cater Was Not Along
O’Rouke, Sampson, Sinnott + Fuzzy

Eaves Crew — Eaves, Fangman, Christel,
Petrone, Elders +Masterson

The Group Lost 6 Planes.

Just As Rough or Rougher Than Sour krout.
“Y/O” May 31° 00:35 Hrs — Gioia To Pantanella
June 2 “Y/O 8:00 Hrs.

#12 + 13 Two Missions

Cluj — M/Y Near Rumania

Milk Run — No Flak Or Fighters

But We Really Were Sweating +

Expecting To Get Jumped Anytime.
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ative - ONe Credit Missisn

%»
6 One Misscon
ba SPE'ZI.a’Ifé()” - Qil Kefinerces
H:t /'-,7/‘(:& rnzte (aryet Lei/zam ,Yf;y
¥ Havrbor Tastalationllue 7o Bad

Tdone 7 200 Hes. |

ate [l )‘-‘f

| Us. BoT Seme Hit A Stv—a77/e —.

June 4 “Y/O” 8:30 Hrs.

#14 One Mission

Turin, Italy M/Y

Heavy, Moderate + Inaccurate Flak

No Fighters But Plenty of Escort.

No — 15
June 6 “Y/O” 4:10 Hrs.

Ploesti — Oil Storage, Rumania

Return Oil Relief Valve #3 E. Inoperative — One

Credit Mission

June 7 “Y/O” 7:00 Hrs.

#16 One Mission

La Spezia, Italy — Oil Refineries
Hit Alternate Target Leghorn M/Y

+ Harbor Installation Due To Bad Weather —
Heavy, Moderate But Inaccurate Flak. No
Fighter Hit Us. But Some Hit A Straggler.
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Jost Ootside Vienna /
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Sy
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F
We Weve -F/—y,"n7 fo 6/Benner%
,.—R.WQ'A7 When ﬂ_’g Sh(,o f,l‘ﬁ’ .I;recf
Hit By Flak Jost In Frort of Gekyit

f/e Wt'\TFown Ln Flames J;st/M:(Sﬁ
0110:7:7/, Ove Ma.oZEn 5 é'oT Knoc‘_{_e’c(
ov F)/Wak.f/;(’//()f/l.:he.. We Flew
| 4 Few Minotes On One [nyl‘ﬂf—‘
| L 7-ennfrnore “f‘/‘?n other ?(@ne

| Fscovted Us When We Were

S’(‘ra77/i'17. Flek Hit RH.Ammeo. ‘
Chote fud Knterd M)/Bal 7:7;-*5-5('.1
ngj. Garlery It hocke ﬂ’/'so Weal oe:v:l}:nﬁr

June 13 “Y/O” 4:1 Hrs.

Local Bomb Mission, Practice.

June 22 “Y/O” 6:15 Hrs.
#17
Bologna, Italy M/Y

Heavy, Scant + Accurate Flak Over Target
Also Heavy, Moderate + Accurate Flak Nearing
Coast.

Escort 30, P-38s That Took Care Of 3 Enemy
Fighters.

June 26 “Y/O” 8:15 Hrs.
#18 + #19 Two Missions

Target — Florisdorf, Austria Just Outside
Vienna

Oil Refineries + M/Y
Heavy, Intense + Accurate Flak.

We Were Flying Off Col. Bonner's R. Wing
When His Ship Got A Direct Hit By Flak Just In
Front of Cockpit. He Went Down In Flames
Just Missing Our Tail. Our No. 2 Eng. Got
Knocked out By Flak. Hit A Oil Line. We Flew
A Few Minutes On One Engine. Lt. Fennimore
+ Another Plane Escorted Us When We Were
Straggling. Flak Hit R.H. Ammo. Chute And
Entered My Ball Turret. Maj. Carter + Lt. Locke
Also Went Down In same ship.
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LAusteis ¥ Fodls Reforn Toe 7o A

Vev-/_Bad WeaThey-' 7:;04'(",
Ue Saw Hbost 3o Borst Of\fTa(\
Bot (‘(oj";l\‘t'e rs. We Rea /(/
| Sweatld [ his One OT.
I)()/ X % & o5 (s,
#22+ 23 Two Missions
ﬁ et -BudaPCST-/ H/U'ljé"‘)/
+ Ol Refineries
(< 7'—/ew 4.0f‘\'ev~ Shlp@_l/’)lqs Qurs
Was In Bsr/ +F Covldnt Stavt #/Enf.
)L/eav//l Moderste +Tnaccurate
Flak. yféu/ere V4 e/ﬁq,a.Ovev-zv-7cf'.
Two —8:%(45 In dorgp.*deﬁer ?,vs.
Wee wacv’ Ten s +7Le (307416'
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June 30 “Y/O” 6:40 Hrs.
#20 + 21 Two Missions
Target — Blechammer, Germany

Oil Refinery — 78 Guns + 200 Fighters
Expected.

The Group Got As Far As Northern Austria +
Had To Return Due To A Very Bad Weather
Front.

We Saw About 30 Burst of Flak But No
Fighters. We Really Sweat This One Out.

July 2 “Y/P” 6:45 Hrs.

#22 + 23 Two Missions
Target Budapest, Hungary
M/Y + Oil Refineries

We Flew Another Ship (Y/P) As Ours Was In
Bari + Couldn’t Start #4 Eng.

Heavy, Moderate + Inaccurate Flak. We Were
The 1 Gp. Over Target. Two Boxes In Our
Gp. + 3 Other Gps. Were Lower Than Us +
They Caught Hell From The Flak. We Had P-
38, P-51 +P-47 Escort. They Took Care Of
The Enemy Fighters In The Area. There Isn’t
A Prettier Sight Then To Look Out + See Our
Escort.
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j /S/eav/ Tntense Y Accuerale /L/ak.
| Some Fiqhters.

Aost Ol In d/£h7- & Feathered Lt
(T“ltn We Zfroppec/ Ot of Formation ¥
ii.AartckJ At Corsica. A Niaht ﬁ;l,f-,,. ‘
| 'ﬂc’.@ﬂ‘sﬁ{ Beav f(}‘\(‘tvs f/zwn By Us. |
Rt This Happened Alfter We keftfr?c‘d
We Tried (o Take OfL The Nexfj(ay !
| Bot She StPU Thew Oil Fo We Had |
_‘; hand. On—/_he 811' 7/12 Operat‘o.\ |
] &m'cer; fm}.@ff(&ev—-) Grew Chiefs Assirls
Come After Us, ﬂe)/ Sfa)/ec{‘l" }C(.)(e.{
4 Our Ship ¥ We FlewThere Ship Homs
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700 Hrs.

Our S\/u'p Home. We Flew Aroond

Bme On Our Vl/a)/BacA. We We e
?e/aor ted As MIH'/‘ T/IaT Wes u’t
ne‘FNs‘C’Tme. We Were SVJQZT;'v:?

.:fle Lo

—

That Oot

July 5 “Y/O” 7:00 Hrs.

#24 One Mission

Target Toulan, France
Submarine Docks

Heavy Intense + Accurate Flak.
Some Fighters.

Lost Oil In #1 Eng. + Feathered It Then We
Dropped Out Of Formation + Landed At
Corsica. A Night Fighter FId. (Bristol
Beaufighters Flown By U.S. Pilots) This
Happened After We Left Target.

We Tried To Take Off The Next Day But She
Still Threw Oil So We Had to Land. On The 8"
The Operation Officer, Eng. Officer, Crew Chief
+ Assist. Came After Us. They Stayed + Fixed
Our Ship + We Flew There Ship Home That
Day. The Next Day They Flew Our Ship
Home. We Flew Around Rome On Our Way
Back. We Were Reported as M.I.A. + That
Wasn'’t Our First Time. We Were Sweating
That Out.



On Toly /o/ 7oy Rest heavd
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Flew 7= Naples, FromThere [
(’Prl Py}oaf We Had R Hel(l- Of-
ﬁ'7M< ﬂf’r? Slfe See/n7)SZ¢pp,n7
*Snﬂmmm jjuwn ﬂc,ﬁa/ﬂr—unh
At /1//747" .Tl”ﬁo‘(' freSome 7her<
Se We Kelt One Jloy Karly + Stayed
/4'[' A/ap/c’s /oo /”am 6_]—5 Uere We
Flew Back 75 Ouo-?ase OnThe 171
¥ Men We §0Tﬂf/h€ EnJ ﬁfRunu)a)/
;A'r Aosewheel Tre_B(ew OvT*The

rvt Gved Tn ¥ The Noself 57!/
Dlowed ot 77 ,27,.-2",1—5764/

5'om€ 30 Or 4/077\Befov-e _T(' STo
/4bou\t a3 PZV'SOns'_.Z’n The S-,A’P

f fr'WarJ _bjomba/ﬂml Was 7ald 7
sz Oit. T Headed For The Waist + Wos
’ﬂfne ReawOchar Bombj(ﬂhcnﬁ(

Fomba)(:ﬂoor.; Opened S,oJ.. I}M ed ;

OUT We Were Out hihe Flies, No b ocl w,;

ﬁfUPOJ _BI?C(S(Q (ook Same Pcfu reas
| O}( The Plane.

n

'ﬂp rme, 1—1’14/83 &nﬁ Coa"f'wa(/(f |

On July 10 “Y/A” 7 Day Rest Leave To The Isle
Of Capri.

Flew To Naples. From There To Capri By
Boat. We Had A Hell-Of-A-Time There. Site
Seeing, Shopping + Swimming During The
Day. Drunk At Night. It Got Tiresome There
So We Left One Day Early + Stayed At Naples.
Too Many G.I.s There. We Flew Back To Our
Base On The 17" + When We Got At The End
Of Runway The Nosewheel Tire Blew Out +
The Strut Caved In + The Nose Of Ship
Plowed Into The Dirt + Skidded Some 30 Or 40
ft. Before It Stopped. About 22 Persons In
The Ship At The Time + | was On The Catwalk
In The Forward Bomb bay And Was Told To
Get Out. | Headed For The Waist + Was At
The Rear Of Rear Bomb Bay When The Bomb
Bay Doors Opened So | Jumped Out. We
Were Out Like Flies, Nobody Was Injured.
Blackie Took Some Pictures Of The Plane.



(ﬁ(y e % ' 7 Hys.
#2574 2¢ Two Missions
i %fcﬁ'-/\ﬂrzjﬂuifr;@ Hermay

} Qoer'{;yj.sgn A m»ks.

g €ay Iafense Y Accorate 773/1
! /ﬁ;?fe r~s.
! We Were heading 77/0‘7 ?/2075

v% C%Ft/Vancz fK/f'(Gal >7:T€W‘;
FloC.As Do g? I_?_s #is

Veck While 4F QGpri. 77 1tfe s
S:Cdi"ec{ ﬁ‘mal‘h W!'tea /4%00-5
67( 7’//8A ,é;(f)/uc/eq/ Outside OX
‘ ./1/./,\/7_;rr-et M/Heah’t Ilsfpoubké
‘Tnyec/ On Me.

July 25 “Y/O” 8 Hrs.
#25 + 26 Two Missions

Target — Linz, Austria, Herman Goerings Tank
Works.

Heavy Intense + Accurate Flak
No Fighters.

We Were Leading Dog Box + Capt. Nance
(Gp. Wt. + Bal. Off.) Flew Pilot. As Our Pilot
Fractured His Neck While At Capri. | Was
Scared To Death When A Burst Of Flak
Exploded Outside Of My Turret. My Heart
Double Timed On Me.



Toly 30 Bf & #5 M,
27 One Mission
%UCT—BuJaPést)- /%/n/ga r')/
Aireraft Factor
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July 30 “B/I” 6:45 Hrs.

#27 One Mission

Target - Budapest, Hungary
Aircraft Factory

We Flew Deputy Lead With Capt. Nance As
Pilot + Lt. Col. Goodyear (C.O. OX-779 Sqg.) As
Co-Pilot, 1% Lt. Jane As Nav. + Our Nav. 2™ Lt.
Goldthorp Flew The Nose Turret. We Were
Supposed To Fly “Y/A” A New Radar Ship Due
To Last Minute Changes We Flew “B/I”.

Gonyea + | Were Not Scheduled Due To The
Wheels + No B.T. On A Radar Ship. | Froze
My Toes + Finger Tips + Had Chills The Whole
Mission. | Was Never So Uncomfortable On A
Mission Before. A Few Fighters Made A Pass
At The Rear Of The Formation. Beautiful
Escort By P-38, P-47, and P-51s. Heavy,
Moderate + Accurate Flak.
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Aug. 14 “Y/S” Hrs. 7:20

#28 One Mission

Target — St. Tropez, S. France
Gun Installations

| Flew Ball Turret For Lt. Campbell. This
Mission Was In Preparation Of The Invasion
To Come. My 1% Mission In 14 Days + | Didn’t
Know The Crew. | Had A Loaf Of Bread + 1
Gal. Of Orange Marmalade On The Trip As We
Took Off at 12:30 Noon + Didn’t Get Back Till
19:50 + The Bread + Marmalade Came In
Handy. It Was A Milk Run. No Flak + No
Fighters.

| Saw 3 Separate Convoys Headed For
France. Approx. 150 Ships.

Aug. 15 “Y/V” Hrs. 8:50
#29 One Mission
Target — Donzere, S. France Bridges

| Flew Ball Turret For Lt. Campbell. This Was
Invasion Day + Ours Was To Knock Out A
Bridge So The Enemy Couldn’t Bring Troops
Down To Check Our Invasion. | Brought A
Loaf Of Bread + Two Small Jars Of Jam Along.
It Came In Very Handy. We Also Passed Over
Another Large Convoy Going To France. No
Flak. No Fighters Very Happy To Say.
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Aug. 16 “Y/V” Hrs. 8:10
#30 + 31 Two Missions

Target — Ober Raderach, Fredricshafen
Germany, Chemical Works.

| Flew Ball Turret For Lt. Campbell. Heavy,
Accurate + Intense Flak. No Fighters. We Had
Beautiful Cover By P-38s + P-51s. Our No. 4
Engine Was Hit By Flak + We Had To Feather
It. Approx. 14 Holes In #4 Eng. Our Hydaulic
System Was Shot Out. The Bombadier Got Hit
By A Piece Of Flak In The Back But The Flak
Suit Saved Him. The Waist G.’s. Threw Out All
Ammo. Dingy Radio, Hydaulic Fluid + Clothes.
| Was In The Top Turret After We Feathered
No. 4. We Had To Crank The Bomb Bay
Doors Closed. At One Time We Were Headed
For Switzerland. No. 2 Eng. Was Troubling Us
On The Way Up Back Due To Oil Leak. We
Lost #2 Eng. Coming In For A Landing. We
Had To Crank Down The Main Landing Gears
+ The Left Gear Wouldn’t Lock. We Didn’t
Have Any Brakes Or Flaps. We Had Two
Parachutes Fixed In The Waist To Act As
Brakes But Didn’t Use ‘Em. The Engineer
Kicked Out The Nose Wheel Just Before We
Hit The Runway. Our R. Tire Was Flat. The
Co-pilot Worked The Throttles + The Pilot The
Controls. We Landed At 150 I.A.S. + Landed
On The R. Wheel Stayed As Long As He Could
Then Let It Rest On The Left Side + Nose
Wheel. The Left Gear Gave Way + We
Skidded Off To The Side Of Runway +
Stopped. There Were 7 Of Us Up On The
Flight Deck + 3 In The Waist. | Was 3™ To
The Last Out Of The Top Hatch. The Ship
Didn’t Burn After We Stopped It Was Luck For
Us. | Was Never So Scared In My Life Before
As | Was Today.
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NMR: Narrative Mission Report

Aircraft #42-78415 was the one plane that
crashed at the base. No one was hurt.

Aug 20 “Y/L” Hrs. 8:00
#32 + 33 Two Missions
Target Czechowice, Poland Oil Refineries

Our Crew Flew + Capt. Stoll Was Pilot, Dupuis
As R.O. For Komara Who Is At Cairo, Egypt +
Bolduc In place of Blackie. We Lead Baker
Box. On The Bomb Run A B -17 Came In At
Us From 2 O’clock Level + We Open Fire On It.
They Came In About 600Yds. My Left Gun
Froze + The R. Gun Would Fire About 10 Stop
+ Fire. All In All'l Fired 150 Rds. From The Left
Gun. We Didn’t Knock Him Down But Our
Tracers Were All Around Him. There Were No
Marking On That Plane + It Was Painted Black.
Scant To Moderate, Light + Heavy +
Inaccurate. The Flak Was Bursting The Same
As On The Last One | Was On + | Sure Got
Scared As Hell As | Thought We Were Going
Right Through It But Still Lead Our Box To The
Left + Over Able Box. But | Wasn’t Happy Until
| Could No Longer See Flak. About 50 P-51’s
For Escort.
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Aug. 24 “Y/M” Hrs. 8:20
No. 34 + 35 Two Missions

Target. Pardubice, Czechoslovakia Oil
Refinery

Campbell’s Crew With Lt. Davis As Pilot + Me
In The Ball Flew On Their Last Mission. We
Flew Baker 31 + There Were 2 Other Boxes In
The Back Of Us. It Looked Like A Good
Mission Until We Were A Half Hour Off The
Target Then We Got Hit By About 40 ME-109’s
+ FW 190’s. They Came In From The Rear
About 10 Abreast. The 2 Boxes Behind Us
Came Under Able + Baker Box + That Left Us
In The Rear Of The Formation. We Fought
About 10 To 15 Minutes. Left Waist Claimed a
Fighter. | Sure Was Scared. | Just About
Fired 400 rds From Each Gun + The Tracers
Were Flying All Around The Fighters. | Believe
| Hit Some But | Was Too Busy Firing At The
Next Ones Coming In For An Attack. | Got In
The Ball Over Yugo. To Find Both My Guns
Were Out Of Order + | Had To Take The
Cartridge Stops + Link Chutes As Well As The
Cover Gps. On Both Guns To Get ‘Em Working
Again. The Gun Heater Cord On The R.G.
Was Between The Rounds + Prevented ‘Em
From Feeding Into The Feedway. | Had To
Cut The Cord. A Link Was The Reason For
The L.G. Not Working | Had The Guns Working
When The Nav. Said, “5 Minutes Before the
IP.” Time Sure Did pass By. In The End We
Were All Happy That My Guns Were Working
When The Fighters Hit Us.

We Had P-51’s + P-38’s For Escort But They
Had Their Hands Full With Fighters Up Ahead
Of Us. That Wasn’t Enough Though, As We
Flew Over Styer, lems + St. Valentine The
Places We Were Told To Stay Away From And
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We Caught Plenty Of Flak. The 465 B.G. Lost
A Ship — Direct Hit By Flak +Our Gp. Lost 3
Ships By Fighters. The Boys That Finished Up
Fired 2 Boxes Of Flares Over The FId. Before
We Landed. A Happy Day For Them. | Still
Have 15 More To Go. The Target Was Hit
With Good Results. Campbells Crew Finished
Up Today.
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Aug. 2 “Y/T” Hrs. 8:20
No. 36 + 37 Two Missions
Target — Prostejov, Czechoslovakia Air Drome

Lt. Davis Flew As Our Pilot + Dupius As R.O.
This Target Was A Little South Of The One
Yesterday + | Was Scared Before We Took
Off. Davis, Gonyea + | Knew What We Were
Up Against As We Were The Only Ones That
Were Up Yesterday On The Crew. Or We
Thought We Knew. We Had About 150, P-51’s
+ P-38’s For Escort. The Escort Was In A Dog
Fight After We Left The Target %2 Way Home.
A P-38 With A Feathered Prop Joined Our
Formation After The Fight And

Missing a page here
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Aug 29. “Y/E” Hrs. 1:15
No Credit
Target — Czecho — M/Y Moravaka

Gas Leak From L. Out Board Fuel Cap + R. In
Board Fuel Cap So We Had To Land. We
Refueled + Was Ready To Go Again, But We
Wouldn’t Have Been Able To Catch The
Formation. So Didn’t Go. It Turned Out To Be
A Good One.

Sept. 1,44 “Y/T” Hrs. 7:00
No. 40 One Credit
Target Szajol, Hungary Marshalling Yards

Pilot Lt. Davis, Lt. Martin, -B Lt. Dewil (?) N.
We Flew Dog 13. We Had Above 100 P-38’s +
P-51’s For Escort. We Expected To Encounter
About 70 Fighters. Flak Was Moderate To
Scant, Inaccurate + Heavy. There Were White
+ Black Flak Bursts. My Right Gun Solenoid
Was Burnt Out. We didn’t See Any Fighters
But We Sure Sweat Them Out.
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Sept.2, 44 “Y/E” Hrs. 5:40
No. 41 One Credit
Target Supovac, Yugoslavia R.R. Bridge

Lt. Davis — P., Lt. Martin — B. And Our Crew.
We Flew Charlie 23. We Had 30 P-51’s As
Escort. Also Briefed On About 2 Enemy
Fighters. No Flak + No Fighters.

Sept. 4 Y/T Hrs. 6:15
No. 42 One Mission
Target — Bronzolo, Italy Sout MY

Lt. Davis — P., Lt. Martin, B. + Our Crew. Lt.
Martin Finished Up Today. No Flak, No Fights
+ We Had A Beautiful P-51 Escort. They Were
Within 100 Yds. OR U???. They Were The
Checker Board Tail Gp. The Temperature
Was 21deg Below 0deg Centigrade.
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Sept. 5. Y/T Hrs. 6:50
No. 43 One Mission
Target — Szob, Hungary R.R Bridge

Lt. Davis — P. + Lt. Stacy — B. + Our Crew.
This Target Is N.W. Of Budapest. We Caught
Flak On The I.P. + Had A Flak Hole In The
Waist Large Enough To Put Your Fist Thru. It
Came In One Side + Went Out The Other. We
Had Beautiful P-51 Escort, Yellow Tail, Red
Tail + Checker Board Tail Gps. Medium,
Moderate + Accurate. No Enemy Fighters
Encountered.
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Sept. 10 Hrs. 7:25

No. 44-45 Two Missions

Target Vienna Austria, Diesel Factory
Lt. Davis P — Lt. Wynatt — B.

Like All Vienna Raids It Was Rough. We Went
Right Down The Main St. Better Known As
Flak Alley. We Got 10 Holes In The Ship. We
Were Lucky To Have An Undercoat Today. Or
| Might Not Be Here Today. Tinsil Does
Wonders On A Cloudy Day To The German
Radar Controlled A.A. Guns. We Went Into A
90deg Bank To Get Away From A B-24 That
Was Hit In The Bomb Bay + On Fire. We Were
In Flak For 10 Minutes + It Seemed Like 10
Hours. Esp. When It Gets Close + You Can't
Do Anything About It But Pray. And I Did
Plenty Of It Today. We Had Good P-51 + P-38
Escort. Flak Was Heavy Intense + Accurate +
Too Close For Comfort. Lt. Wynatt Finished
His Missions To-day.
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Sept. 17 “Y/C” Hrs. 7:40
No. 46 One Mission
Target — Budapest, Hungary Shell O/R

Lt. Davis — P, Lt. Seaver — B. + Lt. Wills, A C.P.
As Observer. This Was Seaver's 1% Mission.
We Hit The South End Of The City + We Were
In Flak For 5 %2 Min. It Was Too Long For Me.
Flak Is Getting Too Close For Comfort. We
Had P-38 Escort. Flak Was Moderate To
Intense, Inaccurate To Accurate + Heavy.

Sept. 18 “Y/C” Hrs. 8:05
No. 47 One Mission
Target Szob, Hungary R.R. Bridge

Lt. Davis — P., Lt. Schiller — B. + Lt. Costello —
N. We Were After This Bridge On The 5™ But
To-day We Took A Different Route. We Went
Up To Czechoslovakia + Then To The Target.
This Was The 1% Time Our Gp. Carried

2,000lbs Bombs. We Had P-38 + P-1 Escorts.
No Flak Or Fighters Encountered. Our Copilot
Lt. Gonyea Completed His 50 Missions Today.
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Sept. 20 “Y/Y” Hrs. 7:00
No. 48 One Mission
Target Hatvan, Hungary M/Y

Lt. Davis — P, Capt. Stoll — CP, Lt. Schiller — B,
Lt. Greshmer C.P. + ?7??

The Target Was N.E. Of Budapest + We
Carried 10 — 500ib. Incendiary Bombs. And
The Target Area Looked Like A Christmas
Tree With Blinking Lights. We Had P-38 and
P-51 Escort. No Flak Or Fighters
Encountered.
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Sept. 24 “Y/M” Hrs. 6:50
No. 49 One Mission

Target — Scaramanta, Greece Submarine
Docks + Harbor Inst.

Lt. Davis — P, Lt. Greshmer, C.P., Lt. Schiller -
B, Lt. ?? — N, Capt. O’Hara, O.

It Turned Out To Be A Pretty Good Mission.
Flak Was Moderate, Intense + Heavy. No
Enemy Fighters Encountered + No Escort.
This Was The P — C.P. — B. Blackies’ 50"
Mission. Lt. Goldthorp Flew Able 11 With Maj.
Nance + It Was His 50" Also. Blackie Had 39
Cans Of Beer With Him On This Flight + When
We Got On The Ground We Had Cold Beer.
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Oct. 7 “Y/Y” Hrs. 7:30
No. 50 + 51 Two Missions
Target Ersekujvar Hungary MY

Maj. Nance — P, Maj. Shoemaker — CP, Lt.
Stinson — B, Lt. Morton, N. Lt. Grimm N. + N.
G. Holiday, W. This Was My Last Mission + |
Don’t Mind Saying | Was Scared + Nervous.
We Didn’t Get Hit By Flak But Other Gps. Did.
It Was A Beauty To Finish Up. On No Flak, No
Fighters. The Target Was Between Vienna +
Budapest + They Hit Oil Installations At Vienna
As We Could See The Smoke. At Least
15,000’. Our Escort Wasn’t Too Good. We
Had 12 P-51’s For A Short While.






