
Three hundred ten people 

gathered in the Washington 

DC suburb of Fairfield, Virginia,  

for the 2023 combined bomb 

group reunion and enjoyed 

another memorable event. The 

464th BG had a strong showing 

at this year’s reunion with forty

-three members in attendance. 

Ten members of the Robert 

W. Hornbaker family, eight 

members from the Alfred R. 

Karow family and two from the 

Robert A. Jenoir were in at-

tendendance, some attending 

their first reunion. 

Reunion attendees toured the 

Army Museum and the Steven 

F. Udvar-Hazy Air and Space 

Museum on Friday. On Sunday 

Captain Cairns led a very mov-

ing memorial ceremony at the 

Air Force Memorial before the 

group toured Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery and the 

World War II Memorial on the 

Washington Mall. 

We were honored to have  

Philippe Castellano, President of 

the French Aéro-Re.L.I.C. at-

tend as our guest this year. A 

longtime friend of the 464th BG, 

Philippe presented a remarkable 

video documentary of the three 

Liberators lost in southern 

France on the May 25th, 1944 

mission to Givors in preparation 

of the D-Day invasion. Plans are 

being formulated for the 80th 

anniversary in Cannes, France. 

Carol Lee from the 465th BG 

presented an excellent trip re-

port on her travels to Italy rep-

resenting the 464th and 465th 

Bomb Groups at the unveiling of 

a memorial plaque in Loconia, 

Italy remembering the airbase at 

Pantanella. Together our groups 

donated to the memorial plaque 

coordinated by the Italian Air-

force. Several members from 

our group plan to be in attend-

ance at the annual memorial 

ceremony next June 12th in Lo-

conia, just outside Pantanella.  

Tom Will, President 

WELCOME COMMENTS FROM YOUR BG PRESIDENT... 

REUNION ROUND UP—Washington DC October 12th, 2023 

Philippe Castellano and his wife 

Natalie from France talk with 

Army veteran Tom Jenior, 

brother of Robert Jenior who 

was lost in the May 25th, 1944 

crash over southern France. 

Philippe also reminisced with 

members of the Hornbaker 

family whose uncle Robert 

Hornbaker perished on the 

same mission. Alfred Karow 
was one of two survivors from 

the third plane downed that 

day over southern France. 

Philippe was able to recon-

nect with several members 

from the Karow family. 
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Special Interest Items 

• Don’t miss the 2023 Wash-

ington DC highlights in this 

issue. 

• Complete Group financial 

information always available. 

• The Group maintains Non-

Profit Status. 

• Aircraft detail added to the 

Group website! Check It 

Out! 

Inside this issue: 

European Theater of Opera-
tion, Pantanella Air Field 

Home of the 15th Air Force 
464th & 465th Bomb Groups. 
Circa 1944—1945 
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Forty-three members from the 464th Bomb 

Group attended the four-day combined group re-

union at the Westin Washington Dulles Airport 

Hotel in Fairfax, Virginia, October 12th thru Octo-

ber 15th, 2023. In all three hundred and ten peo-

ple attended the combined group banquet Satur-

day evening enjoying the music of the DC Three 

for after dinner entertainment. Though no 464th 

BG veterans were able to attend, WWII Army 

veteran Tom Jenior, brother of 464th BG veteran 

Robert Jenior, represented the greatest generation. 

Philippe and Natalie Castellano join the Robert 

Hornbaker family remembering 25 May 1944. 

The 464th Bomb Group Leadership team—Jan 
Engle, Garrett Hass, Tom Will, Sharon Goode 

and Don Krynovich. 

Jeff Jenior and his father WWII Army veteran 

Thomas Jenior enjoy comradery at reunion. 

Laura, Alex, Richard and Violet from veteran 
Alfred R. Karow family remember 25 May 1944. 

Teresa Karazim, Eva Krynovich, Donna Sivanich and 

Garrett Hass enjoy the Saturday banquet. 
464th Bomb Group Washington reunion at-

tendees gather after Saturday banquet. 

Natalie Castellano, veteran Tom Jenior and 

Philippe Castello share a lighter moment. 
The group toured Arlington National Cemetery 

stopping at the tomb of the unknown soldier. 

An excursion to the South Lawn of the 

White House during the Sunday tour. 

Dee Dee, Garrett and Tom welcome attendees 

to the 464th BG Washington reunion. 

Philippe Castellano introduces video detailing 

crashes of three Liberators in south France. 

The Washington Westin 464th BG meeting 

room memorabilia display tables. 

 

The Westin Washington Dulles Airport 

  2520 Wasser Terrace, Herndon VA 20171 

Washington DC 2023 Reunion 

October 12th—15th, 2023 



The 464th Bomb Group Business 

Meeting was called to order October 
14th at 8 AM by President Tom Will 

with a total of fourteen members and 
guests present. The group met early 

due to the 9 AM start of large group 
presentations, with two of our guests 

on the morning schedule. Special 
guests Philippe and Nathalie Castella-
no, Carol Lee, and veteran Tom Jenior 

and son Jeff were introduced and 
shared stories along with other bomb 

group members and guests. 

Carol Lee reported on her June 12, 
2023 visit to Loconia, Italy represent-

ing the 465th BG for the dedication of 
monument to the 15th AAF at Panta-

nella. Carol expressed the gratitude of 
Tommy Caporale for the 464th & 

465th bomb group’s $1,000 donation 
for the granite memorial plaque 

Tom Jenior spoke of his brother Rob-
ert Jenior and of B-24 Lucky Lady, that 

went down May 25, 1944 in Cannes, 
France and about luck that led him to 

Evelyn Pei of Lyon University who then 
connected him with French recovery 

specialist, Philippe Castellano. Remark-
ably, the chaplain in Lyon, France was 

from Tom’s US hometown and 
Philippe provided Tom with letters. 
Coincidently, Philippe had known Betty 

Karle, the former 464th Historian and 
sister to Capt. John H. James, pilot of 

Little LuLu. 

Research by Philippe Castellano 
touched two families of the B-24 Strictly 

From Hunger, Robert S. Hornbaker and 
Alfred R. Karow. Eight members of 

veteran Alfred R. Karow’s family at-
tended the reunion, and his daughter 

Laura told parts of her father’s story. 

He was one of two survivors of the 
downed B-24 Liberator Strictly From 

Hunger. He was captured by the Ger-
mans, sent to prisoner of war camp 

where he was the ‘unofficial librarian’, 
and ultimately liberated by Patton. The 

pilot, Captain Robert Hornbaker, did 
not survive the crash, but ten members 
of his family attended the reunion and 

spent time with 464th BG member. 

Jim Horsemen spoke about his father, a 
top turret gunner aboard B-24 Hells 

Bells, and was interested in more infor-
mation about the ship. Tom Will ex-

plained the 464th website is available 
for Jim to use. Joe Osentowski remem-

bered his dear friend, Tom Pelosi of the 
B-24 Black Charlie, and that he was able 

to get a photo of Tom and the crew 
along with a footlocker, from Tom’s 
niece. Teresa Karazim spoke of her 

father and his Pistol Packin’ Mama crew 
who completed fifty-one missions. Dan 

Krynovich remembered his father, 
George, pilot of Pistol Packin’ Mama. 

Tom Will, son of Carl Will of B-24 Little 

Lulu, shared his father’s story after re-
turning from his fifty missions in Italy. 

Carl Will was a radio operator and was 
sent to the China-Burma India conflict 
flying and driving  ‘The Hump’ to deliv-

er gasoline to the Chinese army. Carl is 
currently living in northeast Ohio. 

The treasurer’s report was given by 

Garrett Hass denoting generous dona-
tions. The reunion was considered an-

other great success. 

Respectfully submitted,  Jan S. Engle  

Washington, D.C. Reunion Saturday, October 14, 2023 Business Meeting Minutes 

Remember Their Sacrifice… 

It is not out of heedlessness or 

cowardice that the Germans 

keep abandoning immense 

numbers of tanks and armored 

vehicles by the roadsides of 

France. These tanks and trucks 
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Saturday Presentations: 

View the presentations on our website 

https://the464th.org Stories Tab by clicking 

the respective link: 

25 May ‘44 Givors France Mission 
Three Liberators Lost over Cannes on  

the French Riviera 

Video by Philippe Castellano 

Link -> ‘25 May ‘44 Givors France Mission’ 
 

Pantanella Memorial Unveiling 

By Carole Lee 

Link -> ‘Pantanella Memorial Unveiling’ 
 

15Th USAAF by Philippe Castellano 

 Presented by Laura Karow 

 Link -> ‘15th USAAF by Philippe Castellano’ 

464th BG History: 
Visit the 464th BG website History page  

https://the464th.org/history/default.html 

for the Pocatello, ID special orders ex-

tracts as  the group formed up with 

crew assignments and processed thru 

the Lincoln, Nebraska Army Airfield for 

assignment to the 12th Army Air force 

and travel to North Africa for phase 

training before transfer to the 15th AAF 

in Italy. See the official orders on the 

website History tab under the ‘Original 

464th Air Echelon’ link. 

Here’s a little background on Philippe Castellano, President of the Aéro-Re.L.I.C. Philippe 

spent a lifetime researching WW II airplanes lost in southern France. His website Aéro-

Re.L.I.C. (aero-relic.org) has a lot of information on the bombers and fighter planes lost 

defending France. He is a recognized country expert and contributor to the Defense POW/

MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA), an agency within the U.S. Department of Defense whose 

mission is recovering American military personnel listed as prisoners of war or missing in 

action. A resident of Cannes, France, Philippe helped establish memorials at the three crash 

sites and reconnected veteran families with the stories of those lost planes and souls. 

Philippe working with the Mayor of Cannes the city is planning an 80th anniversary memo-

rial ceremony of the downing of the three Liberators over southern France. Several mem-

bers from our group plan to attend the Independence Day, July 4th, 2024 French event.  

464th BG Presentation to Combined Bomb Group Members 



 

Plan to join us in October for the 2024 Bomb Group reunion to help us remember 

and pay a fitting tribute to these great men just recently added to our Last Sortie List. 

In Memoriam — Remembering Our Veterans Who Flew their Last Sortie  

The Missing Man Table 

“Flying the Last 

Sortie… 

Missing from 

our ranks but 

never ever 

forgotten” 
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Honoring and Remembering Heroes 

The 15th AAF sustained 18% of the Ar-

my combat fatalities. It lost 3,364 air-

craft and 21,671 personnel killed, 

wounded, missing and taken prisoner -- 

20,430 bomber crewmen and 1,187 

fighter pilots. The Fifteenth fought four 

broad campaigns: against enemy oil, ene-

my air force, enemy communications, and 

enemy ground forces. Lest we never for-

get the supreme sacrifices of the 

‘Greatest Generation’ securing the free-

doms we all enjoy today. 

An Airman’s Prayer by Chaplain John Eastwood 

God guard and guide us as we fly through the great spaces of the sky; Be with us as we take 

to air in morning light and sunshine fair. Eternal Father, strong to save, Give us courage and 

make us brave; Protect us whereso'er we go, from shell and flak and fire and foe. Most loved 

member of our crew, ride with us up in the blue. Direct our bombs upon the foe but shelter 

those whom Thou dost know. Keep us together on our way, grant our work success today. 

Deliver us from hate and sin, and bring us safely down again. O God protect us as we fly 

through lonely ways across the sky. 



We had another fun reunion in Washington! Go-

ing to the World War II memorial, Arlington and 

White House were my favorite events. The reun-

ion is a break even on reunion registration fees 

and reunion meals with the exception of the com-

plimentary 464th Saturday luncheon. The group 

had a small net loss for 2023 due to the one-time 

expenses around supporting the bomb group me-

morial plaque in Italy. The group had $3,935.43 

cash on hand at the end of the year. Financially we 

are doing a good job balancing our payments. A 

big thank you goes out to Sharon Goode and Pau-

la Archazki for doing such a wonderful job keep-

ing track of our business financials. Donations 

support the newsletters, website, reunion regis-

tration mailings, the 464th BG Saturday lunch-

eon, group dinner extras and supplies and mis-

cellaneous expenses – donations are necessary 

and greatly appreciated.  Currently we have col-

lared shirts, mugs and the 15th Air Force wood-

en plaques for sale. Contact Tom Will, Sharon 

Goode or myself if you need one.  Get ready for 

2024 as we head to Tucson, Arizona, a city rich 

with heritage and air force points of interest! 

We hope to see everyone there! 
 

Garrett Hass 

Grandson of SSgt. Alton Perington 779th 

In the eighteen months of existence the Fifteenth Air Force, operating princi-

pally from the complex of airfields in southern Italy, destroyed all gasoline 

production within its range in southern Europe; knocked out all the major 

aircraft factories in its sphere; and destroyed 6,282 enemy aircraft in the air 

and on the ground. The Fifteenth crippled the enemy's transportation system 

over half of once-occupied Europe with repeated fighter and bomber attacks. 

On occasion it helped disperse enemy counter attacks and spearheaded the 

advances of our own armies. The Fifteenth dropped 303,842 tons of bombs 

on enemy targets in nine countries of Europe, including military installations 

in eight capital cities. Its combat personnel made 148,955 heavy bomber sor-

ties and 87,732 fighter sorties against the enemy. Most vital of the Fifteenth's 

oil targets was the Ploesti complex of refineries, which contributed about 

30% of the entire Axis oil supply and an equal amount of gasoline. Ploesti was 

protected by 150 first class fighters and 250 heavy flak guns when the Fif-

teenth began a series of attacks against it. The Fifteenth bombers flew 5,287 

sorties, dropping 12,870 tons of bombs. The cost was 237 heavies, 10 P-38 

dive bombers and 39 escorting fighters. More than 2,200 American Airmen 

were lost. But the overall results were good. At the end of the campaign the 

refineries were reduced to only 10% of their normal rate of activity.  

A Business Update from Our Bomb Group Treasurer 

464th Bomb Group Financial Report | Profit & Loss January 1, 2023 thru December 31, 2023 

Financial Notes: Registration fees collected and reunion meals and tour costs normally break even with the exception of the 464th Saturday lunch-

eon which is a cost to the Group. This year the group covered registration fees for our invited French researcher guest and veteran Tom Jenior. 

The Group also had a one-time expense with a donation to the Italian Pantanella airbase memorial plaque. Donations are necessary and very 

much appreciated!  
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All BG Veterans are 

True United States of 

America Patriots  

Washington Reunion Financial Recap  |     Summary of 464th BG 2023 Income & Expense 

$8,926.00   $7,838.00   ($1,099)  |     $11,717.00 $12,876.86 ($1,159.86) 

Reunion Expense   Reunion Income   Net Total  |      Group Income Group Expense 2023 Net Balance     

Revenue   Expenses   

Reunion Fees Collected  $7,838.00 Reunion Registration & Paid Guest Fees   $8,926.00 

Direct Public Support  $3,399.00 Promo Items Shirts, Plaques & Mugs    $693.00 

2021 Shirts, Plaques & Mugs  $480.00 Office Expense, Printing, Banner, Mailing       $894.54 

  Web, Shipping, Luncheon, Misc. Expense $1,207.38 

  Pantanella Memorial Donation & Gifts $1,155.94 

Total Income  $11,717.00 Total Expense   $12,876.86 

2023 Net Income 

($1,159.86) 

Cash On Hand       

$3,935.43 

 December 31, 2023 

Pantanella Airfield Legend Lives on Today in Italy (see article page 7) 

Pantanella Officer’s Quarters Today 
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COMBINED BOMB GROUP & 464th BG 2024  REUNION INFORMATION 

The b-24 Liberator wasn’t as beloved as the B-17 Flying Fortress, and she didn’t make the literally earth-

shattering history of the B-29 Superfortress. But nonetheless, the B-24 Liberator heavy bomber was still a 

key contributor to the Allied aerial victory during WWII. The B-24 Liberator made her maiden flight on 

December 29, 1939, introduced into operational service in 1941. Built by Consolidated Aircraft of San 

Diego, California the B-24 carried a crew of up to 10: the pilot and co-pilot, the navigator and bombardier, 

who could also double as nose gunner, the radio/radar operator, who sometimes doubled as a waist gun-

ner, the flight engineer, who operated the upper gun turret and up to four crew members who could be 

located in the waist, operating waist guns, a retractable lower ball turret belly gun, and a tail gun turret. A 

B-24 could reach 290 miles per hour and carry a 5,000-pound bomb load for 1,700 miles, giving it a longer 

range, greater speed, and a bigger payload than its B-17 cousin. The most infamous B-24 mission was Op-

eration Tidal Wave, the August 1, 1943, bombing raids against ‘Hitler’s gas station,’ the oil refineries at 

Ploești, Romania, supplying 50 percent of Nazi Germany’s fuel. Instead of the typical high-altitude attacks 

this daring mission would conduct attacks from a mere 200 feet of elevation. The attack resulted in the 

elimination of 46 percent of the total annual production at Ploesti. By the end of the war B-24 bombers 

were being produced in Willow Run, Michigan at a Henry Ford plant, shown at the left, at the rate of one 

B-24 every hour. By the end of the war  a total 18,482 B-24 Liberators were produced for the war effort. 

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26TH — Arrival day and reunion check in (hospitality & registration rooms open as guests arrive) 

 6:00 pm Welcome Dinner and at 7:00 pm an All Group Welcome Meeting to review the upcoming schedule of Tucson events. 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27TH —  Morning Church, Touring Local Sites and Individual Group Dinner 

  8:00 am Military Memorial Ceremony and Church Service in the Double Tree Hotel Theatre. 

 10:30 am Speakers Presentations in the Terrace and Fountain rooms reconvening after lunch for afternoon speaker presentations. 

  5:30 pm Social Hour and 6:30 pm 464th Bomb Group individual group dinner followed by our business meeting in Courtyard Room. 

MONDAY, OCTOBER 28TH — Features a focus on Tucson Arizona 

  8:30 am Sonora Desert Museum Tour with box lunch on the scenic patio then fabulous tour of Old Tucson movie sets.                                                                                                          

  6:00 pm Social Hour and 7:00 pm All Groups Banquet in the Hotel Ballroom with after dinner entertainment to be announced. 

 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 29TH— Tucson Area Tours 

  8:30 am Pima Air and Space Museum tour with box lunch in the museum cafeteria and San Xavier afternoon tour. 

  6:30 pm Farewell dinner served in the Hotel Ballroom for all combined group attendees.  

B-24: The Forgotten World War II Bomber?  

Plan to make your hotel reservations early. All reservations must 

be made by October 4th, 2024. Watch the website for registra-

tion form posting. Invitations and registration forms will be dis-

tributed to those on our roster in the spring time frame. The 

room rate is $135.00 per night, plus tax and includes a full, hot 

breakfast buffet and free airport shuttle. This Tuscan-style hotel 

has all-suite rooms and offers many recreational opportunities, 

including an outdoor pool, a spa tub, and a fitness center. Guests 

who want to try their luck at the slots can hop on the complimen-

tary casino shuttle. Group rates are available from October 23—

November 2, 2024 for those planning to take in some of the sites 

Tucson has to offer. Use Booking Code CDTAAF when calling the 

hotel or using the link below. 

Available Rooms - DoubleTree Suites by Hilton Hotel Tucson Airport  

DoubleTree Tucson Airport Suites  

7051 South Tucson Blvd., Tucson, AZ 85756  

Reservation Desk: (520) 225-0800  

October 26th—October 29th, 2024 
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Primary  Mailing Address: 

c/o TTS Terminals, Inc. 

30257 Clemens Road, 

Suite A, Westlake, 

Ohio 44145  

BG President, Tom Will 

tewill@outlook.com 

(330) 518-3612 
 

Vice Pres, Don Krynovich 

donkryno@comcast.net 

(720) 635-1986  
 

 

Treasurer, Garrett Haas 

garretthass@gmail.com 

(720) 400-2105 
 

Secretary, Jan Engle 

jan.engle@me.com 

(302) 220-6500  
 

Webmaster, 

Hughes Glantzberg 

hughes@glantzberg.us 

(970) 209-2788 
 

 

 

The 464th BG wishes to recognize 

and thank Mr. Dave Blake, 461st 

BG for serving as our reunion 

committee chairperson for so 

many years. Dave does a 

wonderful job getting input from 

all the groups and coordinating 

the combined group reunions—

Thank You Dave! 

The 464th BG Association Role Today... 

The mission of the 464th Bomb Group is to recognize and honor the service of the 

brave men who answered the call of duty during World War II and served their country 

so valiantly in the 15th Army Air Corp based in Pantanella, Italy. Bomb Group reunions 

were started in 1955 first by the 778th Squadron and then in 1968 expanded to include 

all four flight squadrons and Headquarters operations. To date nearly forty reunions have 

been held in cities from coast to coast and points north to south. Hosted by veteran 

families, reunions are always a fun gathering affording veterans and families the oppor-

tunity to share their stories and friends a chance to learn about war time experiences. 

But most importantly reunions honor and thank our veterans. Bomb Group newsletters 

work to foster communications and connect with those not able to attend the reunions. 

464TH 

BOMB 

GROUP 

 

Thank you to our many do-

nors for your continued sup-

port of the 464th Bomb 

Group’s mission honoring 

our Veterans and the legacy 

of the Greatest Generation! 

Were honored to have such 

great support over the last 

ten years.  

The 464th Bomb Group does 

not have annual dues. Contri-

butions from reunion at-

tendees and members cover 

publishing newsletters and 

maintaining the website. For 

those planning to join the 

group at this year’s reunion in 

Tucson, Arizona make sure 

to complete and submit the 

registration form. If your una-

ble to attend the 2024 reun-

ion consider making a contri-

bution for continued group 

support.  
 

Mail all registration forms 

and contributions to the 

group’s primary mailing 

address shown in the ban-

ner on the left. We hope to 

see everyone in Tucson for 

another great reunion! 

A Special Thanks to our Supporters... 

Through the Skies Forever... 

From the collection of John R. 

Gottschalk. Pictured Left to 

Right, Tony Schneider, Gerald 

Welsted, Matthew Arlington 

& John Gottschalk. 

We’re on the web! 
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TUCSON, ARIZONA 

October 26-29, 2024 

Plan to make your hotel reservation 

for this year’s reunion early—NO LAT-

ER THAN October 4th, 2024. Reunion 

notices and registration packets will be 

mailed in May to those on our BG roster and 

registration emails will be sent to everyone 

on our eMail list. Also look for the registra-

tion form on the 464th BG’s website—the 

registration form can be printed and mailed 

to the address shown on the form. Addition-

al interest this year makes early registra-

tions a must! 
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Ed Note: We need your 

help! If your address chang-
es or you know a someone 

who should be receiving 
newsletters please contact 

us. We strive to keep the 
464th BG roster and mail-

ing lists current. There are 
180 names on our mailing 

list and 230 people on our 
email list. Sending BG news-

letters electronically helps 

lower group expense. 


